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Art
Kissing Hands
Corduroy Bears
Apple Trees

`

September 2008
Week 1: Getting to Know You
Week 2: Teddy Bears
Week 3:  Apples

October 2008
Week 4: Feelings
Week 5: Fire Safety
Week 6: Fall

Songs Learned
Name Chant
Hello Song
Three Pigs Blue
Bear Hunt
Baby Shark
Days of the Week
Macarena Months

Bible Circle
Creation
Adam and Eve

Books We Read
The Kissing Hand
Corduroy
Brown Bear, Brown Bear
Up, Up, UP in the Apple Tree
Ten in a Bed

Gym
Danced to CD’s
Beanie Bag Dance
Musical Carpet Squares

Little Lambs Preschool

Mrs. Tracy Mielke
Judy Jenkins



Kindergarten and 
1st Grade
Mrs. Brase
The Kindergarteners and First graders are 

busy, busy, busy, and we are happy to be 

back together. 

In Science, we started the school year by 
talking about the plants and animals in 
God’s world. We especially enjoyed seeing 
all the “wildlife” (geese, bugs, and frogs) at 
Benson Park. We also enjoyed all the plants 
in our room. 

The 1st graders are excited to read the 
stories in their Reading books. All the 1st 
graders are doing a great job! 

While the weather is still nice, we are trying 
to walk to some of the area parks. We 
especially like walking to Walter Farm Park. 
We always get a few minutes to play on the 
playground before or after we do our 
physical education activities. 

This year we are blessed with several 
volunteers that come during the week to 
help us out. Mrs. Pat Neff, Mr. Richard 
Johnson, and Mrs. Miriam Matthews work 
with us on our reading and other skills. We 
really enjoy the days that they come. Thank 
you! 

Enjoy the coming of Fall and all the beautiful 
colors.



2nd, 3rd, and 4th Grades
Mrs. Garman

The 2nd, 3rd, and 4th graders are on their way to another 
great year at Good Shepherd. We are busy getting started in 
our new books and new classes. You might see us out hunting 
for crickets and ants and whatever insect that needs to be 
observed in Science. We catch them and put them in a 
screened in old fish tank. Hopefully they won't get out, but 
you may have heard them singing. They sing a lot when all the 
kids have left for the day! 

We were fortunate to attend 
the Mankato Pow Wow in 
September. We are studying 
different cultures, and this fit 
in our studies. The day was 
sunny and warm and the 
drivers were ready and 
willing to transport us. We 
are always looking for drivers 
for our field trips. 
Grandparents and senior 
citizens are wonderful sources of history and knowledge. Give 
us a call, if you have the time and a car! We thank the 
volunteers that come faithfully every week to help us with our 
reading and homework. 

Please pray for us and encourage 
us as the world seems to be 
falling apart. We need to teach 
these children that when God 
comes first in our lives, these 
troubles will not seem so big. 
Thanks for your support.



5th, 6th, 7th Grades
Mrs. Becker
 
We are busy memorizing God’s word. We are fortunate 
to have Beth Holtmeier volunteer to listen to us say our 
memory work. 

In our Science class we are studying microscopic creatures 
found in pond water. Some of the creatures are large 
enough that we can even see them without the 
microscope. It is amazing to learn about the environment 
God has given us. 

School also means sitting at our desks studying. In Social 
Studies we are learning about world cultures. Presently, we 
are learning about the pyramids in Egypt. Even though it is 
sometimes hard to sit inside while it is beautiful outside, 
we are thankful we have the opportunity to study new 
topics in an environment where we can learn about God 
alongside our world.

We have started a new school year 

and are already enjoying hanging 

around our new friends.



In an earlier article, I made the point that the most important single 
influence in a child's education is parents. This is true, but what is 
the most important thing in the classroom? It is not the curriculum 
or the technology, but the teacher.

A tool in the hands of a skilled 
worker can create wonderful 
things beyond the power of the 
same tool in clumsy hands like 
mine. In the same way, books 
and marker boards, the tools in 
a classroom, are made effective 
largely through the skills of a 
prepared and skilled teacher. 
The main thing that makes a 
Christian school a Christian 
school is the Christian teacher 
and how he or she approaches 
every task of education. 

For this reason, parents and all 
who care about Lutheran 
schools want to do all they can 
to support and encourage the 
teachers in their school. Even 
with our school's financial 
limitations, there is much we can 
do to make their work a joy and 
not a burden, effective and not a 

frustration. We can show that 
we care about their work and 
consider it important, just as 
they do. 

As you have the opportunity, 
encourage and thank a teacher. 
Let them know that you know 
how important their work is, 
appreciate all they do and care 
about their problems. Take an 
interest in their work and let 
them share with you their 
happiness about the good things 
happening in their classrooms 
and their difficulties with the 
challenges. Even brief sincere 
comments and short written 
notes can be a big boost to a 
teacher's enthusiasm and 
energy. 

You may be in a position to help 
teachers by things you do. We 
have more volunteers helping in 
various ways in our school this 
year than ever before, and it 
makes a difference. There are 
still things others may enjoy 
doing. For example, since we do 
not have a bus, volunteer drivers 

are needed for students to be 
able to go on field trips. 

One important thing everyone 
can do is pray for our teachers. 
Pray that God will provide for 
them and their families, that he 
would keep them strong and 
healthy. Pray that they would be 
strengthened in their own faith. 
Pray that they continue to have 
faith, courage, wisdom, patience 
and many other virtues that are 
given by God. Pray that God 
would make them effective and 
that they would have an impact 
on the lives of their students. 
Thank God for Christian 
teachers. Like a hammer that a 
sculptor uses on a chisel, they 
are gifts from God and tools in 
his hands that make the gifts of 
his word, truth and grace, even 
more effective in forming the 
lives of students.

Teachers
by Pastor Vance Becker



New School Brochure
Look for the new Good Shepherd Lutheran School brochure 
in our brochure information racks.  

The brochure is available online at:

goodshepherdmankato/school/brochure

Print a copy and share with anyone who would be interested 
in Good Shepherd Lutheran School.

Unique Opportunities
• Individual Music Lessons
• Science & Service Projects

• Field Trips, New Soccer Fields
• Choir, Catechism Instruction

Quality Education
• Christian faith and living is integrated 

throughout the curriculum.

• Teachers are experienced professionals, 
certified in the state of Minnesota and also 
trained as commissioned church workers of 
the Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod.

• Small class sizes allow for personalized 
attention.

Extra-Curricular
• Basketball

• Soccer 

• Cheerleading
• Band

• Rocket Club

Multi-Graded Classrooms
• Studies show that elementary children in 

double graded classrooms thrive at a level equal 
to or greater than those in single grade 
classrooms.

• Learning is aided by observation and repetition.

• Cooperation and independent study skills are 
developed.

• Students have subject-by-subject opportunities 
for advanced or remedial learning.

• Students have opportunities to develop 
leadership and collaborative learning.



Blast Off 2008

Rocket Club Instructor
Mark Wilkowske

more pictures online at:  goodshepherdmankato.org/school/photos



GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN SCHOOL
Students in Preschool through 7th grade are participating in a Walk-a-Thon Service Project in North Mankato, MN on November 1, 2008 from 10 -11 a.m. We’re  requesting that ALL students secure pledges.  Prizes and a classroom party will be offered to the highest pledge earners. We appreciate your support!

Our School goal is $5,000! 

The money raised will go towards individual classroom needs and other needs of Good Shepherd Lutheran School. 

goodshepherdmankato.org/walk

WALK-A-THON  SERVICE PROJECT
SATURDAY - NOV. 1ST, 2008  •  NORTH MANKATO  •  10 AM-11 AM

Good
Shepherd Lutheran School

2101 Lor Ray Drive
North Mankato, MN 56003 

507.388.4336
goodshepherdmankato.org



Sept. / Oct. 2008 - The Shepherd’s Schoolhouse

• Unique Opportunities 

• Challenging Curriculum
• Quality Education

Lutheran Schools help students grow in faith, 
knowledge, values, character and service. 

Students receive a quality education in a setting 
filled with Christ’s love and God’s Word.

Full-Color Newsletters Online at:
goodshepherdmankato.org/school/news
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Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
Good Shepherd Lutheran School

2101 Lor Ray Drive 
North Mankato, MN 56003

Calendar of Events

Reformation Festival
October 24, 2008
6:30-8:00pm 

Walk-a-Thon
November 1, 2008
10-11am
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