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Again this year we are blessed with a great group of 

volunteers. Some clean, empty trash, work in the office 

and get our lunch, others read and work with us. We 
are so thankful for those who are willing to offer some 

of their time to help us out.

As we start this new year, we ask you to continue to 

support us with your prayers. It is truly a privilege to 

share the Gospel with each other everyday. Thank you 
for helping. 

Blessings from Mrs. Brase and all the students in First, 

Kindergarten, and Kindergarten Enrichment

Another school year and another great group of 
students! 

During Jesus time, we are talking about the Old 
Testament stories. We started in the beginning 
with Creation. God created everything good, but 
sin came into the world and changed everything. 
God, in His great love, sent His Son, Jesus, to save 
us by taking the punishment for our sins on the 
cross. We continued with the stories of Joseph 
and Moses. God is constantly with us during the 
good times and the bad times. God continues to 
provide for us just as He provided for His people 
in the Old Testament. 

Fall is a great time to study apples. We were able 
to get a box of apples. The children helped make 
applesauce. Once we made the applesauce we all 
got to eat some. That was fun. We took the rest 
of the applesauce and made apple butter out of 
it. Our room smelled really good for several days. 
Then we had bread and apple butter. Yummy! 
Our next unit was on recycling. We learned that 
recycling is one way to help take care of God’s 
creation. We recycled “old” paper into new 
paper. We have plans to make cards out of the 
paper that we made. Next we talked about how 
we learn about our world. We use the five senses 
that God gave us. We were able to “see” and feel 
books made for blind people. We were also able 
to use all five senses to learn about popcorn. 

Kindergarten and 
1st Grade
Mrs. Brase



2nd, 3rd, and 4th Grades
Mrs. Garman

Greetings from 2nd, 3rd, and 4th graders. 

We are eager to be back in school and have been busy. 
Everyone is working hard and learning something new. 

We have already sung our first song in church and are 
working on our second song for November. We like the 
songs we sing because we can praise God with our singing. 

We also have been hit hard by sickness. Some of us have 
stayed home for 3 or more days, and others only a day. God 
watches over us in these hard times too. Our busy lives 
sometimes need to take a needed rest. Some times we are 
forced to when illness comes. God gives us rest as a blessing 
too. Take what God gives you, no greater blessing will be 
yours.



5th, 6th, 7th Grades
Mrs. Becker 
In Science, we have been studying trees. We are able 

to use a tree key to help us determine what kind of 

tree is growing. Each of us adopted a tree at a nearby 

park. Every month we will make observations on the 

changes of our tree. Everyone chose a very tall tree, 

but we learned that one of them is more dominant. 

We are joined by Mrs. Garman’s class three times a 

week in our rock unit. It is fun to have the younger 

students with us—it reminds us of how much we have 

grown and learned! Plus, we get to be the leaders in 

our group. 

During art we get to mix and play with paint as we 

discover how the primary colors are mixed to make 

the secondary colors. We are learning about the 

intensity of color plus whether it is a warm or cool 

color. The best part is when we get to paint our own 

pictures using the new colors we have mixed. 

In Bible study we are learning what a sacrament is. We 

know that Baptism and Holy Communion are 

sacraments, and that these are described in the Bible. 

We know a sacrament gives forgiveness, strengthens 

faith, has a visible element, and is commanded by God.

We hope you are continuing to learn about 
God’s wonderful world and all He has done for 
us. Maybe you want to “adopt” a tree in your 
area and observe the changes through the year.

Our class is off to a great 
start.  We all enjoy 
participating in our school 
band. Soon we will review 
our Spanish, and learn 
even more words. 



Don't let your young children see this article. It is about zombies. You may know 
that Zombies is the theme and name of a new hit movie. You also know that 
"zombies" are people who are dead, but they are still walking around and doing 
things as if they were alive. (OK, kids, if you are reading this, there is no such thing 
as real zombies!)  

But, the Bible says, there really 
are people who are the living 
dead. This is why Jesus told 
Nicodemus, "You must be 
born again." (John 3:7) Paul 
writes to those who have 
been born again, "You were 
dead in trespasses and 
sins." (Eph. 2:1) People who 
are physically alive, walking 
around and doing things, are 
spiritually dead on the inside 
without faith in Jesus. James 
writes, "Faith without works is 
dead," (James 2:26) but the 
opposite is also true. The 
world is full of zombies. Even 
churches are full of zombies, 
even though they usually 
don't look like zombies until 
some temptation trips them 
and they fall flat because they 
don't know what to do. 

Zombies in the movies go 
around doing bad things, like 
killing other people to turn 

them into more zombies. 
Spiritual zombies may do bad 
things, but may also do a lot 
of good things, at least things 
that appear to be good, but 
they don't do them for the 
right reasons. They may do 
them because it makes other 
people like them or because 
it makes them like themselves 
or because they think it will 
make God like them. But the 
only reason that makes us do 
real good things is that we 
are already made to be good 
people, living people, by 
God's grace which makes us 
righteous by giving us Jesus' 
forgiveness through faith in 
him. 

So, how do you get rid of 
zombies? It is only by 
baptizing them and teaching 
them what God has done for 
us through Jesus. God's 
Word, by the work of the 

Holy Spirit, is what causes 
faith and so gives real life, life 
that will last forever. 

This is why Lutheran schools 
don't just teach children to 
be good. They don't just 
teach good Christian and 
moral values. Oh, they do 
teach this, because God's law 
tells us what it is to do good. 
But Lutheran schools teach 
much more than "do this" 
and "don't do that." Lutheran 
schools constantly teach 
about what Jesus has done 
for us with his life, death, and 
resurrection from the dead. 
This is the only way we can 
be truly good and the only 
way we can be made alive. 
This is how, when we die, 
instead of turning into 
zombies, we return to real life 
again.

Life for the Dead
by Pastor Vance Becker



Walk-a-Thon 2009

Good Shepherd Lutheran School had one of 
its two big fundraisers, our 3rd Annual Walk-
a-thon, on October 24th at Land of Memo-
ries Park in Mankato.  

Our goal was to work together as an entire 
school to enhance Mankato, promote com-
munity service, and to be good stewards of 
God’s creation.  The students, teachers, and 
families walked around the park for an hour 
to pick up garbage we found lying around.  

We picked up at least 10 containers of gar-
bage in just one hour.  The students and their 
families asked relatives, friends, and neighbors 
for pledges to support our school.  The stu-
dents are to turn in their pledge sheets & the 
donations by November 30, 2009.

If you would like to help support Good 
Shepherd Lutheran School through this 
important fundraiser, please mail your donations 
to:  Good Shepherd Lutheran School, 2101 Lor 
Ray Dr., North Mankato, MN  56003.   If you 
happen to be a Thrivent member and are 
planning to donate, please fill out the “Giving 
Plus” form and send that along with your 
donation.  For every $2 donated, Thrivent will 
contribute $1 more, up to $300.  Thrivent is 
restructuring its benevolent programs and will 
eliminate the “Giving Plus” program soon 
though, so if you’d like to donate & have 50% 
added to your donation to Good Shepherd 
Lutheran School, please send it in as soon as 
possible.



The 2nd-7th grades went to Holtmeier 

Construction Quarry in Mankato on 

October 30th to see the sights and 

sounds of a real working quarry.  

They saw how a rock crusher 

works, viewed all the heavy earth 

moving equipment, and saw how 

big boulders really are.  But before 

we could do all that, they had to 

put on their safety gear of eye protection and 

hard hats.  There were large amounts of rock and 

sand.  They were able to sit in the cab of a large 

excavator and see how it operates. They also 

learned about the limestone industry in Mankato and 

the important part God’s rocks play in our lives.

Fall Field Trip



When I retired in 2005, I was approached by 

friends and asked to consider volunteering at 

Good Shepherd Lutheran School. They did it, 

enjoyed it and thought it useful. I said no as I didn't 

was to be committed to anything new. Repeated 

for the next two years. Last year, Phyllis asked if I 

could fill in for her when she had surgery. 

Temporary. I could do that.  After she returned, it 

had gone well enough for me to offer to be a 

substitute. Learning that the teachers felt it could 

be helpful to have someone read with the 

students, I asked to do that. I really enjoyed this, 

but complained to my husband that I didn't have 

enough time to do all I wanted. So he started 

coming with me to read with the kindergarten 

and first grade, while I stayed with the older kids. 

Needless to say, soon we were both hooked. First, 

there's the kids. We get to spend time with some 

very nice, entertaining children. I listen to reading, 

do flash cards, spelling, & worksheets (which, by 

the way, are much more interesting than they 

were in my day). Then there's the staff-warm and 

considerate people we are lucky to have working 

here.  Also, the other volunteers-cheerful people, 

gladly giving of their time to something they think 

is worthwhile. It's so energizing to be surrounded 

by children playing and learning, including voice 

and music lessons, Spanish, and of course, God's 

Word.  We feel privileged to be a part of it. 

Karen Johnson 

What Does Good Shepherd Mean to You.

Share your story with us.

gslsmankato@me.com

What Good Shepherd 

Means to You

The school to me is an opportunity to meet and 

get to know the good quality of people we have 

teaching and volunteering. Each child gets personal 

attention. I've gotten to know the kids as we read 

together.  What a nice group they are! One of the 

most enjoyable things has been listening as the 

kids tell me about Jesus. They are very enthusiastic 

as they share what they have learned. Sometimes 

Karen and I get the lunches and help serve. Then 

we get to visit with the kids a little more. What a 

great school.  And, of course, the smiles and hugs 

are priceless. 

Richard Johnson 
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Scrip cards are now on hand every Sunday. With 

Christmas coming soon, people enjoy receiving gift 

cards. Also remember to do your everyday shopping 

with them to earn money for our school. Forms are 

at the school by the mailboxes.

To order Scrip see Sue Schwarz or one of the GSLS 

teachers.

For more information and to print a form online: 

goodshepherdmankato.org/school/support

•Buy any Sunday at the church

•Gift cards available in various amounts

•Use them for your everyday purchases

•Give them as gifts

•It’s an easy way to support the school

Scrip “Gift” Cards

Scoopie Night @ Culver’s - Madison Ave.

Support our school by eating at Culver’s on Madison 

Ave. on Tuesday, November 17th from 5-8 pm. This 

location only. Simply mention our school’s name when 

ordering & a percentage of your sale goes to our school.

Best Buy Rewards® Program for Schools
Did you know you can donate your Best Buy Rewards points to our school? The school can then use 

rewards to purchase needed items to enhance our curriculum and support our technology infrastructure . 

For every 250 in points our school account accrues, we will receive $5 in reward certificate value. 

Certificates can then be redeemed by our school for products and services that will help enhance the 

school environment for current and future students.

Donate your points at:  https://myrewardzone.bestbuy.com



Oct. / Nov. 2009 - The Shepherd’s Schoolhouse

• Unique Opportunities 

• Challenging Curriculum
• Quality Education

Lutheran Schools help students grow in faith, 
knowledge, values, character and service. 

Students receive a quality education in a setting 
filled with Christ’s love and God’s Word.

|  2101 Lor Ray Drive  | North Mankato, MN 56003  |  507.388.4336  | goodshepherd57@juno.com | goodshepherdmankato.org/school |

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
Good Shepherd Lutheran School

2101 Lor Ray Drive 
North Mankato, MN 56003

Events

Herbergers Community Day Fundraiser
Saturday, November 14, 2009
Scoopie Night @ Culver's-Madison Ave.
Tuesday, November 17, 5-8pm
Parent-Teacher Conferences
November 16 and 17, 2009
PTF @ Panera Bread
November 30, 2009 @ 6:30pm
School Choir Sings - Advent Service
December 9, 2009 @ 7pm
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