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Kindergarten and 
1st Grade
Mrs. Brase
Over the past several weeks we have been busy 

talking about everything for which we are 
thankful.  We are thankful for many of the things 

that we are able to do in school.  We enjoy 
sand painting, writing books, coloring, reading 

books, playing games, listening to music, playing 

musical hoops, soccer, and basketball.  During 
Jesus time we have been working in the book, 

“Led by the Lord.”  We are thankful that God is 
with us just as he was with David, Gideon, 

Hezekiah, and Deborah.  We enjoy learning 

about these Old Testament people who loved 
the Lord and were led by him to do great 

things.

We have been blessed with some new activities 

for the room, new books, and listening sticks.  A 

special thanks to the P.T.F. who provided funding 
for some new CD players for our classroom.  

We enjoy listening to various story and music 
CDs.  

As a school, we are participating in a Bible 

Listening Project.  As part of that project we are 
listening to selected portions of scripture for 

ten minutes each day in our classroom.  We also 
received a DVD to take home to share the 

Bible reading with our families.  The part that we 

are enjoying the most is the Bible listening-sticks.  
We really enjoy listening to the Bible stories and 

songs that are on the listening-sticks.

We are looking forward to the Advent season 

and Christmas where we are reminded of 

Jesus’ coming and birth.

The special blessings were still not over.  The school 

received a grant from Phi Kappa Phi and Usborne Books 

for books for each of us and for the classroom.  A special 
thank you to Bobbi Urban for working so hard on the 

project.  We are enjoying the books that we were able to 
take home, and we are enjoying the new books and games 

in the classroom.  We are thankful for all these things that 

we received, but we know that the best gift is the gift of 
eternal life that Jesus won for us on the cross.  



2nd, 3rd, and 4th Grades
Mrs. Garman

November starts with darkness and cold.  After a colorful 
fall, we look at brown and gray.  Many people feel sad and 
lonely at this time of the year. Sometimes we feel sad and 
lonely, but we need to remember that this darkness will 
soon be gone.  The Children of Israel probably had that 
same sadness before they left Egypt at the time of Moses. 
Even Moses probably had some days of gray and brown too.  
But the Promise Land was soon to come.  We try to put the 
Bible in our own language to help us understand what God 
has planned for us.  We see that people in the Old 
Testament had some of the same problems as we do today.    

Landforms are our next chapter in Social Studies. Minnesota 
has some of them, but not all of them. Some of us have seen 
more landforms than others. Some of us would like to see 
mountains and oceans. Maybe someday we all will travel to 
these places.    

November is also the month of  Thanksgiving.  We have 
many things to be thankful for.  Thank you for your support 
and your prayers. We are very grateful for them. 



5th, 6th, 7th Grades
Mrs. Becker
 
The first snow has arrived, and Thanksgiving break is over.  We have only a few days to put the 
finishing touches on our Advent Choral Service.  Our class plays resonator bars to help accompany 
two songs.  It is pretty cool when we get to help add to the music!

In our Bible study, the Israelites have finally made it to the Promised Land.  We noted how often they 
complained about their life, and thought they were far better off in Egypt as slaves.  We too complain, 
even though God richly provides for all our needs!  We made unleavened bread and thought it tasted 
pretty good.  

The students are amazed at how far we have come in our math books.  All classes are busy with 
geometry.  

In Social Studies, we have learned about ancient Egypt, and saw how the Bible stories tie in directly 
with world history.  We are learning about Ancient Greek culture.  Soon we will start the Roman 
times, and see even more how history and the Bible are intertwined.  

Science has been a “moving” class as we learned about earthquakes and volcanoes.  We had fun 
participating in some exciting experiments, seeing the effects of “earthquakes” on a model house.

We continue to train our bodies as we run  mile every Monday.  We have finished up a unit on 
soccer and football.  

We hope this Advent Season finds you looking forward to the Promised Savior!  Remember the real 
reason for this wonderful season!



Every Wednesday morning, the preschool, elementary students, and teachers at 
Good Shepherd Lutheran School gather for chapel. It is usually at 9:15 AM and 
parents and other guests are welcome to join us.

In chapel, we learn about the 
many wonderful things God 
does for us, which always 
includes our forgiveness of sins 
through Jesus, using age 
appropriate songs, object 
lessons, etc. We also learn about 
how to worship, listening to 
God’s word from the Bible, and 
responding by confessing our 
faith in the creed, and praying 
together. Another thing we learn 
is how to respond to God’s gifts 
by worshiping him with our 
offerings.

Our offerings are designated for 
mission projects. The first 
quarter, we supported Lutheran 
Braille workers, which produce 
devotional materials in Braille 
for those who are blind. Each 
student received a Bible verse 
printed in Braille and an 
alphabet card. In chapel, we 
talked about how Jesus used 
touch to help the blind and how 
Jesus’ love is shared with the 
blind through touch today.

One Wednesday in November, 
the students enjoyed bringing 
non-perishable food items as 
their offering. This was a way of 
participating in the youth 

group’s service project of 
collecting food for Mankato’s 
ECHO food shelf.

In the second quarter, we are 
participating in the Ablaze Bible 
Listening Project, a special 
program for LCMS elementary 
school students. As part of this 
program, we hope to raise 
$157.50 through chapel 
offerings to provide for the 
purchase of a "proclaimer" for a 
Lutheran school in India. A 
proclaimer is a solar, crank, 
battery, and plug in powered 
device on which the whole 
Bible is recorded and can be 
heard by a group of up to 25 
people who do not yet read.

As a part of this program, our 
elementary students will also be 
listening to a dramatized 
recording of the Bible in class, 
on their own using "BibleStick" 
MP3 players, and at home using 
a CD with their families. Grades 
1-4 will listen to twenty 10 
minute segments of the life of 
Christ. Upper grades will listen 
to the Gospels in twenty days 
and the rest of the New 
Testament in twenty days. Then 
they will be encouraged to 

share God’s word by passing the 
BibleSticks and CDs on to 
someone else.

Does this make you wish you 
could listen to the Bible 
yourself? You can. CD recordings 
of the Bible in MP3 format are 
available for free at the church. 
You can also text B I B L E to 
the number 80672 to listen to a 
chapter a day of the dramatized 
New Testament on your cell 
phone.

Victor Dietel, a widowed 
member of First Lutheran 
Church in Glencoe, died this 
past year, leaving his estate to 
the church, designated for 
evangelistic mission work.  A 
committee was formed for the 
joyful task of distributing it.  
After learning of the mission 
outreach of our school, they 
sent a check for $15,000!  Thank 
you to Victor and First Lutheran!  
First Lutheran also has a School 
and knows the value of 
outreach through Lutheran 
schools.  Have you considered 
including the mission of the 
church or school in your will?

Chapel
by Pastor Vance Becker



Literacy Grant Award 2008

Bobbi Urban, school board member, wrote a 
Phi Kappi Phi literacy grant for Good 
Shepherd Lutheran School during spring 
semester. She was awarded the grant with 
matching funds from Usborne Books.  A total 
of $3,700 worth of books for students and 
teachers were distributed. 

Students were given highly engaging books  
along with reading kit guides for students and 
parents that explain the importance of regular 
reading and how to foster a love of reading. 

Local TV station KEYC and the local newspa-
per the Mankato Free Press were on hand to 
document the distribution of books.

KEYC online story:  keyc.tv/node/13559



Walk-a-Thon 2008

The Walk-a-Thon Service project was held at 
Land of Memories Park in Mankato, Mn on 
November 1, 2008.

It was a beautiful fall morning as students and 
parents walked the park by the river and 
picked up various items to dispose of. It was 
neat to explore the old dam that was used 
for the rivers (the Blue Earth and Minnesota 
Rivers meet at this park), and view the fall 
foliage.

Nearly $9,000 was raised for this event. 

Thank you for your support of this event and 
our school.



Nov. / Dec. 2008 - The Shepherd’s Schoolhouse

• Unique Opportunities 

• Challenging Curriculum
• Quality Education

Lutheran Schools help students grow in faith, 
knowledge, values, character and service. 

Students receive a quality education in a setting 
filled with Christ’s love and God’s Word.

|  2101 Lor Ray Drive  | North Mankato, MN 56003  |  507.388.4336  | goodshepherd57@juno.com | goodshepherdmankato.org |

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
Good Shepherd Lutheran School

2101 Lor Ray Drive 
North Mankato, MN 56003

Recent Fall Events

• Choral Concert at North Point
• Chronicles of Narnia Play Field Trip

• Advent Choral Concert Service
• Literacy Award Grant

• Walk-a-Thon 
• Reformation Festival

• Money Management for Kids and Parents
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Silent Night - German
Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht!
Alles Schlaft, einsam wacht
Nur das traute, hochleilege Paar.
Holder Knabe im lockingen Haar,
Schlaf in himmlishcer Ruh,
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh.

Silent Night - Spanish
Noche de paz, noche de amore!
Todo duerme en derredor.
Entre los astros que esparcen su luz,
Bella anunciando al ninito Jesus
Birlla la estrella de paz,
Birlla la estrella de paz.

All Sung at the Advent Choral Concert Service

Silent Night - Nuer
Waar mi bit, Waar me gwaa
Ti diaal bitke, ti diaal bukke
Geka merike Gat kuoth
Tieth mi gwaa rel goride ro.
Ninike mal nhialu mindiit,
Ninike mal nhialu mindiit.
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