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Kindergarten and 
1st Grade
Mrs. Brase

Spring has sprung, and we continue to work hard in 
the classroom.  We especially enjoy the volunteers 
that come and work with us.  Karen and Richard 
Johnson come and read with us several times a 
week.  Mrs. Joan Graham and Jessica Brase also 
come and read or play learning games with us.  We 
really enjoy their help and it’s so fun to work with 
them.

As a part of an Earth Day Unit, we talked about 
ways to take care of God’s earth.  We learned that 
recycling is one way to help take care of the 
resources that God has given us.  We recycle paper 
in the classroom on a regular basis.  We know that 
you can make new paper out of the old paper.  Well 
we tried it ourselves.  We made “new” paper out of 
newspaper.  We are using the paper that we made 
to make cards.  What fun!!

We enjoyed May Day.  We were able to sing for the 
residents of North Point and then deliver May 
baskets to the residents.  

We are excited that warmer weather is coming 
and that we will be able to spend more time 
outside.

Blessings to you all. 

 



2nd, 3rd, and 4th Grades

Mrs. Garman

2nd, 3rd, and 4th graders are finishing up on all of their assignments for 
the year.  We visited KEYC-TV to learn more about the weather that we 
are studying in Science. The weatherman, Mitch Keegan helped us 
understand how things get ready for the television news report. 

Laura Adams and Keaton Dimock each received a book from the Rotary 
Club. Both were very excited to get their own book. 

Temperatures averaging in the 100's was typical from the letters that the 
children received from Natalie Garman, who is stationed in Qatar.  The 
class wrote her letters asking what it was like there and she in return, 
answered each one with a small note and picture that she had drawn. 
Natalie, is my daughter-in-law and will be coming home to Alabama on 
Mother's Day. 

May baskets were hand delivered to the residents in North Point on May 
Day. Some invited us in their home to wish us a good day too. 

Chickens are hatching in our room as of the first of May. The children 
enjoy watching the birth of one of God's creatures and know that we 
have to take care of them too. They will go to a good home after a day 
or two of getting their feathers dried off. 

Our class knows that prayers are answered, as we prayed very hard on a 
Tuesday for the return of my granddaughter's health. She was in very 
serious danger in the ICU Children's Hospital, but by Wednesday 
afternoon, she had made great progress and was moved to the children's 
wing. We thanked God for her speedy release. By Friday she was 
scheduled to go home. Many of the children have met her as she is only 
10 years old. Thank you for all of the prayers that were said, God truly 
does work miracles. Have a blessed and wonderful summer vacation. 



We had a nice variety of indoor and 
outdoor activities to keep us busy learning 
from sunup until way past sundown.  We 
walked on a floating bridge in the marsh 
where we observed the wildlife.  We took 
some water samples back and looked at 
the tiny critters swimming around under a 
microscope.  We made rockets out of 2 
liter pop bottles which we blasted off the 
last day.  Most of the rockets flew over 
400 feet--quite an exciting spectacle.  

One morning we studied the animal 
tracks, and even made plaster cast molds 
of tracks.  Students learned how to use a 
compass in an orienteering activity.  The 
second day it warmed up enough that the 
snakes were out sunning themselves.  
Spotting them alongside the path made a 
few students run quickly up the hill!  

We participated in traditional camp 
activities such as archery, canoeing, 
purchasing snacks at the canteen, and fire 
building.  If you need a fire built, these 
students are now experts!  We got to 
cook one meal over the fire, plus had 
evening devotions by the campfire both 
nights.    

5th, 6th, 7th Grades
Mrs. Becker

After planning and fundraising through the school year, our 
class trip to Camp Omega became a reality.  We spent 
three days at the Environmental Learning Camp.  

We settled into our cabins, and started off on a nature hike 
around camp where we were  pelted by snowflakes, and 
even a few ice chunks.   Students improvised unique ways 
to keep warm.  Pajamas were worn under multiple layers, 
socks on hands for mittens, etc.  The cold could not stop 
the fun!  

Picture slideshow available online at:
goodshepherdmankato.org/school/campomega2008

Camp Omega Information - campomega.org

We had a wonderful time enjoying the 

outdoors God has blessed us with.  The 

students and two adult chaperones 
came back home exhausted, but with 

a new appreciation for nature.

http://goodshepherdmankato.org/school/campomega2008
http://goodshepherdmankato.org/school/campomega2008
http://campomega.org
http://campomega.org


Camp Omega

Environmental Learning 
Camp

5th - 7th Grade

April 28th - 30th, 2008



When Jesus ascended to heaven, he instructed the disciples to wait for the gift the 
Father promised, saying, "But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 

on you; and you will be my witnesses." God has important work for 
them to do, but everything they must do depends on what God does 
for them. This is a hallmark of Lutheran - that is, Biblical - theology. 
Everything God requires us to do, God does for us.

God’s law says, "You must be 
perfect, as I your God am perfect." 
What we do is not perfect, but 
God makes us perfect by Jesus’ 
perfect life in our place. God gives 
us his righteousness by grace 
through faith, so we are called to 
"Repent and believe the gospel." 
But this also is not something we 
can do by our own choice or 
decision. The Holy Spirit uses 
God’s word and sacraments to 
turn us in repentance and to bring 
us to faith in the gospel. Now we 
are to witness and do good 
works. This too, is not our own 
doing but is the work of the Holy 
Spirit who lives in us.

Does this mean we just sit and 
wait and do nothing? Not at all. If 
God is doing all these things in us, 
to do nothing is to stubbornly 
resist God’s work. Since 
everything depends on God, we 
must be found, like the disciples 
after the ascension, fervently 
praying and looking to God to 
act. Since God does his work in us 
through his word, we must be 
constantly in the word, studying 
it, and sharing it.

From the beginning, Good 
Shepherd Lutheran School has 
been a work of God. Many times 
it has been seen that God 
provides just what is needed with 
just the right timing. This has led 
us to work all the harder, 
confident that we are doing what 
God wants us to do.

Now the time has come for us to 
say "God be with you" to five 
seventh grade students who will 
not return to Good Shepherd 
Lutheran School next year.  We 
are not yet able to add eighth 
grade. Our teachers have worked 
hard with the students who are 
not returning.  When we have 
done our best, we trust God to 
cause it to bear fruit and to 
continue to bless them in other 
ways with what they need to 
grow.

God’s continued blessings are 
needed also by the staff and 
students who continue. Financial 
support is not keeping up with 
expenses. Based on the current 
pattern, it is anticipated that one 
third of costs will be covered by 
tuition and another third by fund-

raisers and special gifts. What 
about the other third? If the 
school is to continue, options 
mentioned have been reducing 
teacher salaries by a third, 
eliminating one of three 
classrooms, doubling the number 
of tuition paying students, or more 
major gifts.

As always, everything depends on 
God. That does not mean there is 
nothing we can do, but much that 
we can do. First, we can and must 
be fervent in prayer for God’s 
guiding and providing. We can talk 
to others at every opportunity 
about enrolling students and giving 
support. We can depend in 
everything on God, who said, "You 
will receive power…you will be 
my witnesses."

Everything Depends on God
by Pastor Vance Becker

God be With You 
7th Graders

• Angela Adams
• Chris Brase
• Cassandra Garcia
• Nyaboth Gatkek
• Nydouth Gatkek



Ways to Help 
There are a variety of ways to help support 
Good Shepherd Lutheran School. We recently 
had the Spaghetti Dinner / Silent Auction / 

Student Art Fair.  Your support helped our 
school in bring in over $11,000. Thank you 
very much!

Dinner / Auction / Art slideshow gallery at: 
goodshepherdmankato.org/auction

Additional ways you can help:

• Your Prayers

• Good Shepherd Lutheran School 
Booster

• Sponsor-a-Student

• Give a Matched Gift

• Thrivent's Simply Giving program

• Scrip "Gift Cards"

• Target - Take Charge of Education

• GoodSearch / GoodShop

• Labels, Caps and Receipts

• Gift Tree

• Hot Dog / Brat Stand

• Direct Gifts

• Walk-A-Thon Service Project

These resources with additional information 
are available online at:
goodshepherdmankato.org/school/support

http://goodshepherdmankato.org/auction
http://goodshepherdmankato.org/auction
http://goodshepherdmankato.org/school/support
http://goodshepherdmankato.org/school/support


Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
Good Shepherd Lutheran School

2101 Lor Ray Drive 
North Mankato, MN 56003

Calendar of Events

Field Day (Fairmont, MN) 
May, 16, 2008

School Choir & 7th Grade 
Recognition @ 8am Service
May, 18, 2008

End of Year Picnic / Potluck 6:30pm
May 29, 2008

Last Day of School / 
Walter S. Farm Park 
May 30, 2008

Next Issue

• Field Day Highlights 
• Last Day of School Highlights 
• 7th Graders
• Phi Kappi Phi Grant
• Student/Family Story
• 2008-2009 School Year
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• Unique Opportunities 

• Challenging Curriculum
• Quality Education

Lutheran Schools help students grow in faith, 
knowledge, values, character and service. 

Students receive a quality education in a setting 
filled with Christ’s love and God’s Word.

Newsletters online at:
goodshepherdmankato.org/school/resources/newsletters
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