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A new teacher and an exciting new curriculum!

We’ve added an awesome indoor castle playhouse!

Here is a little bit about Ms. Mandy:

My name is Mandy Knudson and I am excited to be 
the new director and teacher for Little Lambs 
Preschool! Let me tell you about myself.

I grew up in Mankato and went to Mt. Olive 
Lutheran School, Kindergarten through eighth 
grade. I feel that I was very blessed to go to a 
school where religion was the foundation of my 
education and it was interwoven into all of the 
subjects I studied. I made life-long friends who 
continued on to Minnesota Valley Lutheran High 
School with me. I went on to study Elementary 
Education with a Special Education minor at the 
University of Wisconsin-La Crosse and then came 
back to Mankato to finish my synod certification at 
Bethany Lutheran College. I graduated in 2008.

I have wanted to work with children since I was 
very little, so I have always found jobs where I could 

Little Lambs 
Preschool is Open!
Ms. Mandy Knudson

do something 
that I loved. 
When I was 15, 
I started 
coaching 
preschool 
gymnastics at 
Mankato Area 
Gymnastics 
School and now I am in my tenth year there. I 
have been the director there for over two years. 

Coaching and teaching seem to go hand in hand 
and I love both! I am so excited to have my own 
classroom and to have the opportunity to develop 
a new preschool program. I am an energetic, 
loving, and compassionate person and I am excited 
about preparing our preschool children for 
kindergarten and beyond. I am honored to foster 
their social, emotional, physical, and spiritual 
development through Little Lambs Preschool. 

Come and learn about our new program! We 
have an exciting new curriculum and an awesome 
indoor castle playhouse built by Swan Lakes 
Woodworks. I’ve also added several Learning 
Centers throughout the classroom such as an Art 
Center, Science Center, Music Center, Library 
Center, Movement Center and more! To view the 
new handbook, visit us online at:

www.goodshepherdmankato.org/school  
Click on “Little Lambs Preschool Open House”

WE STILL HAVE SPRING SPACE AVAILABLE!



What a great year to talk about snow, mittens, and 

arctic animals. We also talked about George 

Washington and Abraham Lincoln. Soon we will be 
looking forward to talking about “Spring” themes. How 

exciting! During the last week of February, we 
celebrated our 100th Day of School!

Greetings from the Kindergarten and First Grade 
classroom! 

Despite the cold, snow, and the extra days off, the 
kindergartners and first graders have been busy. 

During Jesus time, we have talked about worship. 
We can worship like the angels and shepherds by 
hearing God’s Gospel message and then by telling 
it to others. We can worship Jesus with our songs 
just like Mary and the angels. Also like the Wise 
Men, we can worship the Lord by bringing our 
gifts. Among other stories, we talked about the 
Bible story of “Jesus Blesses the Children.” God’s 
gift to us is a pure gift “without any merit or 
worthiness in me.” We trust that Jesus will 
bestow on us His care and forgiveness. 

The kindergartners continue to review the letter 
sounds. It’s exciting to see how many words we 
are now able to read! First graders are adding 
double digit numbers and concentrating on the 
long vowel sounds. 

After we read “Stone Soup,” we decided to make 
our own stone soup. Mrs. Brase brought the 
stone and the class brought vegetables. It was 
delicious. We were also able to assemble a 
gingerbread house. We really enjoyed putting on 
the candy decorations. 

Blessings to you all.

Kindergarten and 
1st Grade
Mrs. Brase



2nd, 3rd, and 4th Grades
Mrs. Garman

We know we live in Minnesota when we get a 
day off from school because of snow. Although 
we like a day off once in a while, most of us 
(including teachers) find that we are happier 
when we are busy and have a goal for the day. 
Our goal each day should be set on what plans 
Jesus has for us. Asking Him to lead us everyday 
will put us in the right direction. Whether it is 
shoveling snow or doing homework. 

We are happy to have three new students in our 
classroom. Caedyn, Jonah (both in second grade), 
and Hope, who is a third grader. They are a great 
fit and we enjoy them. 

In January, we had a guest speaker, Officer Brian 
Gengelhoff, from the North Mankato Police 
Department. He gave us some safety tips and 
showed us his badge and handcuffs. Caedyn let 
Officer Gengelhoff use him as an example. 

Second graders at 
Trinity Lutheran 
School in Portland, 
Oregon have been 
writing to us and we 
have been writing 
back. We saw how 
different their 
landforms are 
compared to ours. 
We sent pictures of Minnesota and all 
of our snow. They just sent us valentines, so we 
will be writing them back soon. 

May we be humbled during this Lenten season 
and prepare ourselves to appreciate the sacrifice 
that Christ made for us



5th, 6th, 7th Grades
Mrs. Becker 
At Christmas time we had fun constructing 

gingerbread houses. It was hard not to nibble 

too much of the house as we worked. 

Since the winter has seemed so long, we 

decided to have an indoor beach day. We 

invited the other classes to join us. We shared 

orange julius drinks and read stories to the 

younger students. 

The second through fourth graders joined us 

for two science units. We learned about rocks in 

one unit, and just finished up a unit on the food 

web and ecosystems.



In the Christmas Children’s Christmas service there was a pig at the manger.  
There was a dog too.  The youngest children were dressed as animals gathered 
around the manger in the stable.  

Now, a Bible scholar can tell you 
that it is historically inaccurate 
for pigs to be at the manger.  
Old Testament regulations 
designate pigs as “unclean” 
animals that are not kosher to 
eat.  No pigs would have been 
allowed anywhere near 
Bethlehem.  It was the height of 
shame that the prodigal son, 
when he had gone to a far 
country and squandered his 
inheritance was reduced to 
tending pigs.  It was on the far 
side of the Sea of Galilee, in 
Gentile territory, that Jesus cast 
a legion of demons out of a 
man into a herd of pigs.  How 
fitting for both of them.

But, theologically, how fitting that 
there should be a pig at the 
manger, because that is exactly 
why Jesus was born.  Jesus came 
to be with those who are 
spiritually unclean, filthy pigs like 
us.  He came to live with us and 
to die for us so that we can be 
made clean by his unlimited 
grace and forgiveness.  Because 
Jesus was born, we are all 

welcome not only at his manger 
but at his banqueting table in 
heaven.  Peter, before he was 
invited to the home of 
Cornelius, the Roman 
Centurion, saw a vision of a 
sheet full of unclean animals 
such as pigs and was told to eat 
them.  As a good Jewish boy, he 
refused, but was puzzled by the 
vision until he realized that it 
God was telling him something 
not about pigs but people.  He 
realized, as he told Cornelius, 
that “God does not show 
favoritism but accepts men from 
every nation.” (Acts 10:34-35)

But what about the dog at the 
manger?  Dogs were considered 
unclean and excluded from 
Jewish areas as well.  The 
Gentile woman at Sidon knew 
what Jesus meant when he 
responded to her request for 
help, “It is not right to take the 
children’s bread and throw it to 
the dogs.”  (Matthew 15:26)  
But she also was right when she 
said that the little dogs get to 
eat the crumbs from the table.  

God wants his children to share 
his blessings with others.  

There is an old fable about a 
dog in a manger who has no 
desire to eat the cow’s hay but 
growls and keeps the cow from 
it because he like to lay there.  
A “dog in a manger” is one who 
keeps from others what is 
intended for them but doesn’t 
make use of it themselves.  As 
Christians, we are not to be a 
dog in the manger with God’s 
word and the good news of the 
Gospel which God intends for 
everyone.  If we want to keep it 
to ourselves, it is a sign that we 
are spiritually asleep and don’t 
really understand what God’s 
word is for.  It is for sharing with 
everyone.

This is why everyone is 
welcome at our Lutheran 
school.

Pigs at the Manger
by Pastor Vance Becker



• Savor Delicious Homemade Spaghetti
• Bid on 100+ Silent Auction Items
• Take a Tour of Our Campus
• Have Fun & Support Our School!

Friday, April 16, 2010 
5:30pm - 7:30pm

Spaghetti Dinner & 
Silent Auction

goodshepherdmankato.org/auction

Lutheran Schools Week
March 7-13, 2010
"Securing Each Child’s Future – For a Life of Service"

Special Dress Days

• Wednesday, March 10, 2010, Dress up for Chapel

• Thursday, March 11, 2010, Christian Wear

• Friday, March 12, 2010, Future Occupation

• School Choir Sings, March 7, 2010 @ 9am

• Chapel, March 10, 2010 @ 9:15am

• Taste of Kindergarten, March 8-12, 2010

• Open House, March 11, 2010, @ 6:30pm



Winter 2010 - The Shepherd’s Schoolhouse

• Unique Opportunities 

• Challenging Curriculum
• Quality Education

Lutheran Schools help students grow in faith, 
knowledge, values, character and service. 

Students receive a quality education in a setting 
filled with Christ’s love and God’s Word.

|  2101 Lor Ray Drive  | North Mankato, MN 56003  |  507.388.4336  | gslsmankato@me.com | goodshepherdmankato.org/school |

Good Shepherd Lutheran School
and Little Lambs Preschool

2101 Lor Ray Drive 
North Mankato, MN 56003

Events

School Choir Sings - Divine Service
March 7, 2010 @ 9am 
School Open House-All Grades
Thursday, March 11, 2010 @ 6:30pm
Little Lambs Preschool Open House
Thursday, March 11, 2010 @ 6:30pm
Kindergarten Roundup
Thursday, March 11, 2010 @ 6:30pm
“A Taste of Kindergarten”
Monday-Friday, March 8-12, 2010
Lutheran Schools Week
March 7 - 13, 2010
Spaghetti Dinner & Silent Auction 
April 16, 2010, 5:30pm-7:30pm
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

We’re on Facebook and Twitter


