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The Key to 
Understanding 
By Pastor Vance Becker 

Luke tells us that after Jesus 
rose fiom the dead, he spent 40 
days appearing to the disciples, 
explaining things they did not 
yet how. "Then he opened 
their minds so they could 
understand the Scriptures. He 
told them, 'This is what is 
written: The Christ will suffer 
and rise form the dead on the 
third day."' Jesus had told his 
disciples this same thing 
several times before his death, 
but they didn't seem to grasp at 
all what he was talking about. 
But now that he had died and 
risen again,. they finally saw 
what he meant. 

- Understanding 
continued on page 3 

I N S I D E  
Kids Against Hunger Event 
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2nd-4th Grade News 

Important Financial News 
The School Board has been keeping an eye on finances with concern. At 
the April meeting it was reported that only 30% of student tuition is being 
paid. Some families have requested and have been granted financial 
assistance. The school's operating deficit is growing and the school cannot 
continue in this way. Tuition money is needed to cover teacher salaries so 
that we can meet our obligations to them as God's servants. Basic operating 
costs must be covered before the school can grow with the addition of 
teachers and facilities. The Board wants student families and supporters to 
be aware of the financial realities of operating a school. Parents are 
encouraged to pay as much of the tuition as possible. All are encouraged to 
donate generously at the Spaghetti Dinner and Silent Auction, which is 
receiving supplemental funds, and to make contributions, matched by 
"Giving Plus" if a Thrivent member. 

Spaghetti Dinner & Student Art Show 

Page 2 The annual spaghetti supper and silent auction to benefit our school will be 
Sun., Apr. 20, 11:30 AM to 1 PM, in the church fellowship hall. A free-will 

Rocket Club Goes National offering will be received for the supper. Valuable donated items will be on 
Page 3 the silent auction. Matching h d s  fiom Thrivent are being applied for. If you 

5 ~ - 7 ~  Grade News have items to donate or can help with the dinner, please speak with a 

Page 4 Holtmeier, Dimock, Urban, Knudson, Lease, or Wilkowske. 
With this event, there will be a school fine arts fair. Art projects will be on 

Important Dates display and students will do readings. Even if you can't stay to eat, plan to 
Page 4 stop in the fellowship hall that Sunday to see the art. 



Kids Against Hunger 
During Lutheran Schools Week, on March 3rd, 
Good Shepherd School students were among 
600 fiom 12 area Lutheran Schools who 
packed 127,244 meals for Kids Against Hunger 
at Bethany Lutheran College. Another 1,200 
students also met in New Ulrn and Rochester, 
packaging .a total of $17, 600 with matching 
funds fiom Thrivent. 

breezes that spring brings. 

-Mrs.Garman 
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Understanding 
ContinuedJiom page I 

Rocket Club Goes National 

Jesus' death and resurrection was then 
also the key to understanding the whole 
scriptures. Before his death, Jesus told 
the Chief Priests that the scriptures were 
all about him. The Passover points to his 
redemption; the laws of purity point to 
his holiness; the sacrifices point to his 
death for us; the defeat of their enemies 
point to his victory over the devil; and 
all the prophesies of the messiah are 
fulfilled by him. Without Jesus, the rest 
of the Bible is a collection of strange 
stories and ideas that don't make a lot of 
sense to human reason. 

This is why, in our Lutheran School, we 
don't just teach about Bible characters 
just as heroes for us to imitate or about 
the Bible as a variety of stories, each 
with a good moral, or about God's 
instructions as just a set of wise 
principles; but we teach how everything 
points to and connects to Christ and 
what He has done to save us. The Easter 
story of Jesus' death and resurrection for 
us is the key to understanding the whole 
Bible. 

This understanding of the Bible, seen in 
the light of Christ, is then also for us the 
key to understanding all of life, 
including everything that happens to us 
and everything we are to do day by day. 
How do we understand why God allows 
troubles to come into our life? How do 
we understand the reason and purpose of 
the many blessings we do receive? How 
do we understand why we should be 
obedient, kind, and loving toward 
others? It is all because of God's power 
and love revealed in Jesus' death and 
resurrection. Jesus, who died to save us, 
can use the worst evil for good 
purposes. It is never too late for God to 
help us. God loves, forgives, and blesses 
us purely for Jesus' sake. We love 
because He h t  loved us. 
Everything in our life, everything we 
teach and do in our Lutheran School, 
everything we read in the Bible, and 
everything taught by Jesus is centered in 
Jesus' death and resurrection for us. 
This is the key to understanding. 

After four months of waiting, planning and building the Rocket Club 
departed the church in Jim Dimock's van on Saturday, March 15th 
headed west for Rochester, site of the National Association of 
Rocketry Convention - NARCON 2008. We arrived at the historic 
Kahler Hotel, site of NARCON at about 9am, signed in, received our 
convention materials, browsed the dealer arena then built a rocket at 
the Make and Take Seminar. 
F"r-" - - . v7~-- The person leading this 

P activity read our name 
badges and asked if Good 
Shepherd was an LCMS 
school. He was glad to hear 
that it is because he is a 
teacher at Eau Claire 
Lutheran School in Eau 
Claire WI and also teaches 
rocketry to his 7th and 8th 
graders. After lunch we 
attended another seminar 
about very tiny rockets called 
MicroMaxx rockets. 

The last stop of the day was the Maple Island sport launch area with 
our club built rocket - the Onyx. Unfortunately, due to the cold, windy 
weather and muddy grounds the launch closed earlier than advertised. 
Discouraged we headed for home. Then Jim had the idea to launch 
our rockets back at home. This great idea cheered everybody up! So 
we flew the rockets we made earlier in the day. We are thankful to 
God for delivering us safety to and from the convention and for 
inspiring hope even when things didn't turn out as planned. 
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Wine vinegar offered to Jesus. 

HE IS RISEN! 

Rada Products Raise Funds for Camp 
Rada products: cutlery, candles, baking and soup mixes are being sold Sun., March 30 through April 13 by our school's grade 5th 
6th and 7th grades to raise funds to go to an overnight Environmental Learning Camp at Camp Omega this spring. See a class 
member or teacher, Linda Becker, at a table in the Narthex between services to see a catalogue and place an order. 

School T-shirts Summer 
Has your child outgrown their Fundraisers 

Important Dates 
April - May 

~ o o d  Shepherd school T-shirt? 
April 25: grades 5-7 go to hear Then now is the time to order a At this time two hot dog fundraisers 
ManLato Symphony Orcham 

new one. The cost is $5.00 per have been scheduled. The first is the 
shirt and the color choices are weekend of July 18, 19 & 20 at April 28-30: grades 5-7 go to Camp 
Royal Blue and Gray. A sign-up Wal-Martg Omega for the Environmental Learning 
sheet will be in the office. The camp 

Ordering The second will be at Hilltop Hy- 
1'' so that shirts will arrive 
before the last day of school. Vee, August 3'd, 4"' & 5tb. 

T-shirts are great to wear at 
summer fundraisers, parades, or Volunteers are needed to cook and 
school events - to let the public serve food- This is a great chance to 

know about our school! meet fellow school supporters and 
raise money. Mark Wikowske, 
387-5273, is the contact for these 
events. 
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May 1: -Ascension Day 
-Newsletter deadline 
-T-shirt order deadline 

May 8: School Board Meeting, 6:30 
p.m. at the church 

May 16: Track & Field Day in 
Fairmont 

May 29: Endsf-Year School Picnic 


