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About Little Lambs Preschool 
Little Lambs is a caring preschool environment for children ages 3-5 that provides a nurturing, Christian 
environment emphasizing literacy, discovery, and social development.  The school is a ministry of The 
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd.  The goal of Little Lambs Preschool is to promote the intellectual, 
spiritual, social, emotional, and physical development of young children through exploration in an environment 
that promotes students’ curiosity and creativity.  The school exists to help parents raise children (Eph. 6:4), 
mature in body, mind, and spirit, who are fully equipped for good works in this life (2 Tim. 3:16-17) and to 
foster faith enduring to eternal life by sharing God’s Word in a Christ-centered environment. 
 
Objectives 
Spiritual - The child will: 

• Learn that Jesus is our best friend and Savior from sin. 
• Learn that the Bible is God’s Word. 
• Learn that we are sinful people who need God’s forgiveness. 
• Learn God’s plan of salvation and His love for each of them. 
• Gain a greater understanding of God’s world and all He has created. 
• Learn to apply God’s truths to everyday living through the daily use of prayer, worship and devotion. 
• Learn that all abilities are gifts from God and are to be used to serve God. 

 
Physical - The child will: 

• Develop fine motor skills including cutting, coloring, writing, gluing, etc. 
• Develop gross motor skills including hopping, skipping, throwing and catching a ball, etc 
• Practice safe hygiene, nutrition, and basic health procedures through everyday experiences. 

 
Intellectual - The staff will strive to: 

• Inspire in each child the love of learning. 
• Help students grow in their knowledge of God’s saving Word. 
• Acquaint children with high-quality literature and literacy activities.   
• Introduce pre-number and number concepts through problem-solving experiences involving sequence, 

sizes, shapes, and other organized play activities. 
 
Social - The staff will strive to: 

• Help each child learn to enjoy the friendship of others including both children and adults. 
• Help each child learn to work and play independently. 
• Give each child many opportunities to work and play cooperatively in a group. 
• Provide each child with opportunities to experience success. 
• Strengthen family ties and give parents tools to help children succeed in all areas of their development. 

 



Emotional - The staff will strive to: 
• Instill in each child a healthy self-image as a child of God. 
• Help each child understand his/her feelings and how to cope with them in a God pleasing way. 
• Instill in each child the awareness of his/her God given abilities and learn to respect the varying abilities 

of others. 
 
Parents are encouraged to: 

• Understand that God gives them primary responsibility for nurturing their children. 
• Understand the spiritual, physical, intellectual, emotional and social needs of their children. 
• Understand the importance of communication between home and preschool. 
• Become involved with their child’s learning through classroom visits, daily consultations, and 

attendance at scheduled parenting classes. 
 
Eligibility 
Little Lambs Preschool Program has been established in order to provide spiritual growth and quality education 
to the children who attend.   
 
All children ages 3-5 are welcome without any discrimination based on ethnicity, nationality, religion, 
language, or sex.  However, priority will be given to members’ children of The Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepherd congregation. Any remaining openings will be available to the public.   
 
All children entering should be toilet-trained.  Communication with the director is essential in this area. 
 
Enrollment 
Little Lambs Preschool accepts children ages three to five.  The maximum class size will be 16 students per 
session with a lead teacher and a teacher assistant present.  If enrollment does not exceed 10 students, one lead 
teacher will be present.  
 
Applications are given priority in the following order.  

1. Members of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 
2. Currently enrolled students 
3. All others as applications are received  

 
Hours of Operation 
The hours of our program are flexibly designed to help meet the needs of both children and parents.  Morning 
and afternoon sessions are available depending on enrollment.  In addition, families may choose a three day (M-
W-F) program or two day (T-TH) program depending on the family’s preferences.  Younger students often 
attend the two day program.  Morning sessions are held from 8:00-11:00am and afternoon sessions are held 
from 12:00-3:00pm. 
 
2012-2013 Tuition Rates 

• M-W-F Mornings 8:00am - 11:00am 
◦ Nine $115.00 monthly payments  

• M-W-F Afternoons 12:00pm – 3:00pm 
◦ Nine $115.00 monthly payments 

• T-TH Mornings 8:00am - 11:00am  
◦ Nine $95.00 monthly payments  

• T-TH Afternoons 12:00pm – 3:00pm  
◦ Nine $95.00 monthly payments 

 



Typical School Day 
 

Morning Class  Afternoon Class (when offered) 

8:00-8:15 Check-In/Choice Time  12:00-12:15 Check-In/Choice Time 

8:15-8:30 Morning Meeting  12:15-12:30 Morning Meeting 

8:30-8:55 Letters and Numbers/Art  12:30-12:55 Letters and Numbers/Art 

8:55-9:15 Bible Time and Songs  12:55-1:15 Bible Time and Songs 

9:15-9:35 Snack and Story  1:15-1:35 Snack and Story 

9:35-9:40 Quiet Reading  1:35-1:40 Quiet Reading 

9:40-9:45 Journal Writing  1:40-1:45 Journal Writing 

9:45-10:30 Learning Centers/Art Choices  1:45-2:30 Learning Centers/Art Choices 

10:30-10:55 Gym and Outside  2:30-2:55 Gym and Outside 

11:00 Dismissal  3:00  Dismissal 

 
Chapel 
Students who attend the MWF morning session will have the opportunity to attend chapel on Wednesday 
mornings for approximately 25 minutes with the elementary students at Good Shepherd.  During this time, 
students will sing hymns, listen to Bible readings, listen to a short devotion, say prayers, and give their offerings 
to God.  Parents are also welcome to join us for this special opportunity to worship God in chapel.  Students are 
encouraged to bring an offering to put in our offering plate each Wednesday.  The money collected will support 
a mission that has been chosen at the beginning of the year.   
 
Termination of Enrollment  
Should your family be moving or otherwise needing to terminate your child's enrollment, the school must have 
at least two weeks' notice. 
 
Sign-In and Release 
Parents (or another designated adult) are required to sign in each child upon arrival each day and stay with the 
child until greeted by a teacher.  They must also sign their child out at the end of the preschool session.  Parents 
are responsible for their child’s safe entry and exit from the building each day. 
 
Medical Information 
A health care summary and immunization record will be required for the admission of your child into Little 
Lambs Preschool. The health care summary must be submitted within 30 days after your child’s first day of 
school.  The immunization record will need to be completed before your child’s first day of school.  The 
appropriate forms will be provided by the director/teacher. 
 
First Aid and Health Information 
Most injuries can be treated with ice, soap and water and possibly a band-aid.  Minor accidents will be treated 
by a staff member who is formally trained to administer first aid. There will be at least one first aid certified 
staff member present during all hours of operation.  All staff members present will be trained in CPR and 
treatment of obstructed airways.  First aid will be administered onsite unless staff members present feel further 



medical attention is necessary to protect the safety of the child.  In this case, an ambulance will be called and 
the child will be taken to Immanuel/St. Joseph Hospital in Mankato.  Parents will be notified via telephone 
numbers on file if such medical care becomes necessary.   
 
If your child becomes ill and will miss school, please let us know. This is especially important in the case of a 
communicable disease such as chicken pox, lice, scabies, impetigo, or ringworm.  The child’s parent should 
notify the teacher within 24 hours of the diagnosis of a serious contagious illness or the presence of parasites.  
We will notify other parents in writing so they may be alerted to the incubation period and symptoms.  The 
child should be kept at home if there is any evidence of a fresh cold. Children should stay home for the first two 
days of a cold and should not return until 24 hours after a fever has gone down.  If your child has sore eyes or 
ears, a temperature, an upset stomach, sore throat, cough, diarrhea, or a rash that is not heat-related, he or she 
should be kept at home.  In the event a child becomes ill at school, the parent will be notified and the child kept 
isolated until the parent arrives. A staff member will be with the child. 
 
Sources of Emergency Medical Care 

• Emergency Number: 911 
• Poison Control: 1-800-222-1222 
• Hospital (Immanuel St. Joseph's Hospital, 1025 Marsh Street, Mankato): 507-625-4031 
• Clinic (Northridge Clinic, 1695 Lor Ray Drive, North Mankato): 1-877-412-7575 
• Dentist (Commerce Drive Dental, 2040 Commerce Drive, North Mankato): 507-345-7950 

 
Medication  
Parents should schedule doses out of school hours if possible.  If medicine must be administered at the center, 
the following procedures must be followed.  Written permission from the child's parent must be given before 
administering medicine, diapering products, sunscreen lotions, and insect repellents. Nonprescription 
medicines, diapering products, sunscreen lotions, and insect repellents must be administered according to the 
manufacturer's instructions unless there are written instructions for their use provided by a licensed physician or 
dentist.  Written instructions from a licensed physician or dentist must be obtained and followed to administer 
each prescription medicine. Medicine with the child's name and current prescription information on the label 
constitutes instructions. 
 
All medicine must be kept in its original container and have a legible label stating the child's name. The 
medicine must be given only to the child whose name is on the label. The medicine must not be given after an 
expiration date on the label, and any unused portion must be returned to the child's parent or destroyed. The 
director/teacher must ensure that the administration of medicine is recorded and give the name of the child, 
name of the medication or prescription number, date, time, dosage, and the name and signature of the person 
who dispensed the medicine. The record must be available to the parent and maintained in the child's record. 
 
Parent Visitation  
Regular and frequent visits by parents are encouraged at any time.  Parents may volunteer to assist teachers in 
the classroom, on field trips, or by sharing their special talents and interests. 
 
Conferences  
There will be a short fall conference designed to acquaint the teacher with your goals and child’s needs. The 
second will be offered when the teacher knows the children in the school setting (March).  Assessment sheets 
based on your child’s intellectual, physical, social, emotional, and spiritual development will be given to you at 
the first conference. This assessment sheet will be updated as the year progresses.  Daily updates will be 
provided during conversations at drop-off and pick-up. Contact the school at any time if there is a question, 
problem, or change which might affect your child’s adjustment.  
 
 



 
Discipline 
As Christian teachers and parents, it is known that training and discipline are blended with God’s love and 
concern.  Discipline needs to be firm, consistent and constructive.  A child needs to know what is expected 
before he/she can obey. Guidelines reassure children that they are loved and that there is concern for them.  At 
Little Lambs Preschool we want to ensure that each child is provided with a positive model of acceptable 
behavior.  Children will be encouraged in their positive behaviors, negative and destructive behaviors will be 
minimized.  All staff personnel will be knowledgeable of the developmental stages, family background, special 
needs, interests and medications being given (if any) in dealing with each individual child.  All behavioral 
procedures and curriculum will be tailored to the developmental level of preschool and school age children that 
the program is licensed to serve.  Children will be reminded about appropriate behavior, and then helped to 
approach the problem situation with a new perspective or his/her attention will be diverted to a new activity.  
Staff will redirect children and groups away from problems toward constructive activity in order to reduce 
conflict.  Staff will teach children how to use acceptable alternatives to problem behavior in order to reduce 
conflict.  All behavior guidance policies/procedures will protect the safety of children and staff.  Staff will 
provide immediate and directly related consequences for a child’s unacceptable behavior.   In this way the staff 
will work to improve both the child’s behavior and attitude about himself/herself and about proper and improper 
behavior. 
  
Transportation  
Little Lambs assumes no responsibility for transportation of children to and from the school. Parents may desire 
to arrange car pools.   If your child will be picked up at school by someone other than your usual arrangement, 
please let us know in writing or by phone; don’t rely on the child to deliver the message. WE WILL NOT 
RELEASE A CHILD TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON.  
 
Bad Weather  
In the event of bad weather, listen for closing announcements pertaining to Mankato Public School District #77. 
If they are closed, we will close; no separate announcement concerning Little Lambs will be made over the air.  
Parents or designated adults may pick up students at any time they feel weather is severe.  A storm safety plan is 
in place at the facility if the weather becomes unfavorable.  The teacher will remain informed of possible 
weather alerts at all times. 
 
Fire Safety Plans  
Fire safety plans have been developed and posted near the exits in the case of a fire.  Monthly fire (and storm) 
drills are conducted and documented in a log.  Students will practice these drills in an effort to help them feel 
prepared and safe during an emergency.  The center is equipped with working smoke alarms, fire extinguishers, 
and sprinklers.   
 
Field Trips  
Children will not be allowed to participate in field trips without their parent’s/guardian’s written permission. 
Parents will be asked to assist with transportation.  During these trips, each child must be securely fastened in 
an appropriate passenger restraint system.  The lead teacher will be trained in child passenger restraint system 
safety. 
  
Clothing  
Please dress your child in clothing he or she feels free to play in. We will be painting and making a lot of 
messes.  In cold or cool weather, sweaters, snowsuits, caps, and mittens will be needed for outdoor play.  Shoes 
with non-slip type soles are required as children will participate in active large muscle play. No sandals or flip-
flops, please.  Each child should have a book bag or back pack to carry home projects, notes, and personal 
items.  If your child is apt to have a toileting accident, please keep a complete change of clothing in his or her 
bag.  



 
Healthful Snacks  
Please let us know if your child has any food allergies.  Each family is asked to give $20 to cover the cost of 
healthful snacks for the year.  Juice and/or milk will be provided along with a healthful snack such as bananas, 
granola bars, celery, cheese sticks, etc.  
 
Birthdays  
Each child will have the opportunity to celebrate his or her birthday at school. Summer birthdays will be 
celebrated on the child’s half birthday (July 10th on Jan 10th for example).  Special birthday treats may be 
provided by the family.  Please let your child’s teacher know in advance if you plan to send a birthday treat.  All 
treats must be pre-packaged and store-bought.   
 
Personal Belongings  
Please label all clothing as well as any items your child may bring for sharing. Please do not bring things that 
can be easily broken. Please do not bring any toy which can go in the mouth such as balloons, whistles, musical 
instruments, etc. 
 
Show and Tell  
During the year, there will be scheduled days when students are welcome to bring something from home to 
show to the class.  Encourage your child to bring meaningful things to share. We enjoy sharing books, nature 
treasures, pictures, etc.  PLEASE HAVE YOUR CHILD LEAVE HIS OR HER TOY GUNS AT HOME. Guns 
can be extremely over-stimulating in group play. 
 
Pets 
Due to the possibility of allergies among children, no live pets will be kept permanently in the center.  (A fish 
aquarium may be an exception.) 
        
Substitute Teachers 
In the case of emergency, a substitute teacher may assume the responsibilities of the teacher.  The substitute will 
be properly trained and prepared to care for the students in the lead teacher’s absence.  
 
Research 
We will obtain written permission from a parent before a child is involved in any experimental research or 
public relations activity while at the center.  A separate written permission form will be obtained before each 
activity is undertaken.  The permission form will be maintained in the child’s record.   
 
Insurance   
Little Lambs is covered by liability insurance as required for licensure. 
 
Licensure and Program Plan 
The center is currently licensed as a child care center through the Minnesota Department of Human Services 
licensing division.  As required for state licensure, Little Lambs has available a formal child care program plan 
and detailed policies handbook.  Parents who desire to view the child care program plan or handbook may 
request a copy from the teacher. 
 
Department of Human Services, Division of Licensing     
Should you feel the need to contact the Department of Human Services, Division of Licensing, please call (651) 
431-6500.  
 


