The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd

2101Lor Ray Drive
North Mankao, MN 56003

The Good Shepheyrd s Voice

Grow in God@® Truth, Show JesusQO.ove

JANUARY 2008

Pre-month Newsletter

Church phone # 388-4336

e-mail:goodshepherd57@juno.com
web: www.goodshepherdmankato.org

Our Shepherd@® Staff: Pastor Vance Becker
Preschool: Tracy Mielke, Kindergarten: Alice Brase
Elementary: Linda Becker, Carolyn Garman

Sunday Worship 8:00 & 10:30 AM
Sunday Bible Classes 9:15 AM
Spanish Worship 2:00 PM

Voters Meet
Jan. 8

Thequaterly votersO
meeting has returned to the
second Tuesday of Januay,
following theboad meetings

Busnessindudes election
of a Sunday School Supeinten-
dent, Board of Education
member and Finance Board
member, notaccomplished at
the Decembe meeting.

All communicant members
ove age 18 are voting members
and are encouraged to attend.

Hear the Luthean Hour: Sun,
6:00PM, KJLY, 1071 FM

LWML Meets Jan 2

Thefirst LWML meeting of
theNew Year will beon
WEDNESDAY (Note Change
of day), Januay 2 at 7 PM. We
will betaking down thetrees
and other decorations A
meeting will follow indudinga
bible study. Refreshments will
be served by Kay Stewart and
MarlaKontak. All women of
the congregaion are invited to

come. SeeyouintheNew Year.

Men@® Bible Study

A groupof Good Shephead
men has been meeting for Bible
study at 6:30 AM on Thursday
morningsat thechurch. The
current study topic is thebook

of Ephesians. All men are
welcome. If you have
guestions speak to Roge
Kontak or Lynn Schwarz.

Fellowship Club
Fun

All adults are invited to the
Fellowship Club activity Sun,,
Jan. 13,7 PM, at the home of
Wally and Phyllis Richter, 2427
Carney Ave.,, Mankao. The
groupwill learn aboutOld
Testament Bible stories and
then enjoy a game of Bunko,
with refreshments and a short
meeting.

(Clip and save this column)




2007 Officers &

Boards
Phone#
President
Kevin Briggs 3887447
kdjabriggs@peoplepc.com
Vice President
Robin Schendd 3883126
schendd9@aol.com
Secretary
Lauri Lewis 6258532
Ibl01234@hickorytech.net
Treasurer
Lynn Schwarz 3883442
schwarz240@yahoocom
Finandal Secretary
Larry Salzwedd 3885002
wedd @mctcne.net
Eldes
Richard John®n 387-7129
rdjohng@hickorytech.net
Pat Lease 3453108
please@hickorytech.net
Bob Maschke 387-5453
maschke-rm@earthlink.net
Lyle Olson 6254957
land @webtv.net
Billy Pomranke 3885170
ponranke@hickorytech.net

Lowell Lovdace 387-3898
mr_lovd ace@junocom
Boad of Eduction

Cindy Winthaser

386-0665

ChristaWarne 386-7437
clw8686@ahoocom

Boad of Evangdism

Sherry Sack 387-6235
sack139@mm@aol.com

Sue Schwarz 3883442
schwarz240@yahoocom

Lea Ann Neuenfeldt 6254729

Boad of Trudees

Scott Lassiter 934-3348
fdassiter@yahoocom

Roger Adeson 947-3535

Mike Sack 387-6235
sack139mm@aol.com

School Board

Jm Dimock 6251288

JoeHoltmeler 3899830
eoj@hickorytech.net

Beth Holtmeier 3899830
eoj@hickorytech.net

LynnLease 3453108
please@hickorytech.net

Gary Urban 386-0292
gary.urban@mnsu.edu

Mark Wilkowske 3874273

mwilkowske@aol.com
Heather Knudn 4694080

sngppinsals@hotmail.com
S.S. Supegintendent

Musc Director

Peggy Pomranke 3885170
ponranke@hickorytech.net

Head Ushe

Wally Richter 3453035

wallyr@hickorytech.net
Boad of Finance

Jan Braam 3881948
Brian Crock 344-0006
Dennis Kipp 3455137
dgk@mnic.net
Kim Miller 3861341
Dave Winthaser 386-0665
Spdraser @hickorytech.net
Bob Lentz 317-8155
MargeneLovdace 387-3898

mr_lovd ace@junocom

Encourage Inactive
Members

On Tues, Jan. 22, 7 PM,
Pastor Becker will lead a
training session on thetopic of
encouraging inactive members.
Thisisafollow upto oneof the
sessionspresented by Orhe 720
duringthar visit last fall. This
study is bang presented
especidly for thebendit of the
elders, butall othersare
welcome too because it is mos
hdpful if all membe's
undestand and areinvolved in
encouraging inactive members.

Yt? For Youth

Minnesota South District
LCMS senior high youth
gaheingwill beFeb. 1-3 at the
Holiday Inn Select -
Bloomington. Thetheme Git?0
isbased onMicah 6:8. Areyou
listening? Youare bengcalled
to gt equipped to act judly,
love mercy, and walk humbly,
andthento doit F2Fin a
variety of mission projects on
Saturday afternoon

DCE Jeffrey Meinzwill be
themain speaker. Musc will
beprovided by Agang All the
Odds Check inisFri. asearly
as5:30PM. Theevent
condudes by noonon Sunday.
Theregistration cod indudes
programming, housng, T shirt
and fourmealsandis $150and
up per person, based onthe
number of people pe room

If youareinterested in
participding, contact Pastor
Becker as soonas possible.
Registration mug be sentin by
Jan. 8.



Where Did We Put
the Keys?

Keysto thechurch are
needed by new officers.
Outgoing officers and anyone
else who no longe regularly
needsoneare asked to please
return them to thedesk in the
church office. Putitinan
envdopewith your name onit
so we know who returned it.

Bless You
Thank you to Rogea Mielke
whois keeping our church
paking lot cleared of snow,
usng equipment supplied by
JoeHoltmeier.

Jan. 20 is Life
Sunday

Theanniversary of the 1973
Roevs. Wadedecision
legdizing abortion on demand
isin Januay. Good Shephed
joins other LCMS churchesin
observing Life Sunday on Jan.
20.

God®word remindsusthat
lifeis apreciousgift from God.

The Epiphany story reminds
ushow God preserved our
infant savior despite King
Herod® attempt to destroy the
baby who interfered with his
plans

On Jan. 13,we will hear
fromlsaiah 425 tha Godisthe
onewho created the earth and
Qwho gives breath to the people
onit and spirit to thoe who
walk onit.0

On Jan. 20, we will hear
God®word in Isaiah 49:1 say,
OrheLord called me fromthe

womb, from thebodyof my
mother he named my name.O

Pastor® New Stole

Some of themoney received
by Pastor Becker last year as
Christmas and Ordinaion
Anniversary gifts has been used
to purchase a new green stole,
which hewears duringthe
Epiphany season and Sundays
after Pentecod. Since thegreen
stoleistheoneworn mog
often, theold onewas getting
frayed.

Pastor Becker had the stole
madeto his design with grape
vines depicted alongeach side,
based on Jesuswords, Q am the
ving you are thebranchesEH e
who remainsin mewill bear
much fruit.O The seasonswhen
thegreen stoleisworn have the
theme of growth. Epiphany
focuses onthe growth of the
church throughthe spread of the
light of Christ. Duringthe
Sundgys after Pentecod, the
theme isthe growth of the
bdiever throughthework of the

Holy Spirit.
Thanks for the Gift

Thank you! from Pastor
Becker for the Christmas cards
and gifts from members of
Good Shephad. PastorsOplan
isto use the cash giftsto
purchase reference bookshe
will use to prepare for worship.

Cans Can
Build HOomes

TheHabitat for Humanity
aluminumcan collection hous
isat thenorth end of Good
Shephad@ pakinglot for the

next few weeks. Fundsfrom
therecycled aluminum
collected here go directly
toward building a Habitat for
Humanity home for aqudified
south central Minnesota
resdent. Thanksfromthe
families you will hdp!

An empty duminumcanis
worth over apenny. Habitat for
Humanity Internaiond
estimates that more than 3.5
millionfamilies are in need of
simple decent housngin
Americatoday. Families
selected for Habitat homes
invest hundedsof housin the
condruction of their homes and
pay a monthly mortgage

All Around the
Neighborhood:

ECHO Benefit

A pancake breakfast and
slent auction to benefit ECHO
Food Shdf will behdd Sun.,,
Jan. 20,8 AM to 1230PM at
St. Josgph the Worker Catholic
Church, Blue Earth and Hubbdl
Streets, Mankao. Themenu
indudes unlimited pancakes as
well as sausage, juice, milk and
coffee. A freewill offeringwill
betaken.

Understand Grief

A suppotive gatheringfor
those grievingtheloss of a
loved onewill be Thurs,, Jan.
17,6:30- 8 PM at Bethlehem
Lutheran Church, 720S. 2™ .,
Mankato, sponred by
Immanud St. Joseph Hopice.
Thereisnochargebut pre-
registrationisrequired. Please
call DianaCarrigan at 385
2989.




Why Do We
Do Tha?

This is the first in a series of
articles Lutheran customs and
practices.

Vestments

A preschool student onae
asked, when seeing Pastor
Becker ontheway to chapd,
QVhy are your wearing those
God clothes?0 Those G5od
clothesOare called vestments,
and thebasic answer to the
guestionis: tradition.

A pastor@ vestments are
like auniform tha hewears
when heis performing his
duties. Certain professions
such asairlinepilots, pdice, the
military, etc., wear uniforms
patly to make them indantly
recognized asthose who have a
paticular role, postionor
authornty. They aso indicate
that these people@ actions as
well asthdr appearance, are to
beuniform, that is, following
certain common standads
rather than jus deermined by
ther own preference or whim.

Many uniforms have
elements tha are unique
because they are traditiond.
That is, they may have been a
common item of clothing at one
time but, as styles changed,
wha was worn by tho in this
uniform did notchange The
hats of policemen and highway
parol troopes, for example, are
similar to has commonly worn
by many at onetime.

Part of a pastor@ QuniformO
is the shirt with a Ghackward
collarQ tha isaclerical collar.
Thistypeof collar evolved from

those commonly worn by men
inthe1700s Afteritwasa
traditiond collar worn only by
clergy, theclerical collar itself
evolved into varioustypes.
Many now only have a piece of
plastic a thefront. Some
pastors wear aclerical shirt
whenever on duty, some only
when leading worship, afew
own no other shirts, and some
don®wear such shirts at all!

Thegownsworn by pastors
for worship originae with the
robes worn by various
professionsbefore modan
pants developed. Robesworn
by judges and academic gowns
of professors, seen now only at
graduaion ceremonies, have the
sameroots. Thiswas everyday
clothing for pastors, teachers
and others at onetime. The
black gown worn by pastors
today is called a cassock.

For worship, pastors would
put on a clean white gown over
ther other clothing. In colder
climates, such as Germany, this
would belargeandloo fitting
to go over heavy, warm clothes.
Theloos fitting white gown
worn over acassock iscaled a
surplice. In warmer climates, a
more fitted robewasworn. The
less flowing white gown worn
by pastorsiscalled and alb
(fromtheLatin word for
QvhiteQ. It isoften worn with
aropebdt caled acincture. At
onetime it was more common
for Lutheran pastorsto wear a
cassock and surplice. Inmore
recent years, thealb has become
more common.

Over time, asymbolic
significance has been attached
to thetraditiond vestments.
Theblack clothing has been
seen as asymbol of human

sinfulness, which is covered by
therighteousess of Christ,
symbolized by the white gown
worn over thetop.

Pastor Becker has both
types of vestments, giftsfrom
his grandfather. He wearsthe
cooler alb from Easter Sundgy
untl thelast Sundgy of the
Church year. He wearsthe
cassock and surplice fromthe
First Sunday of Adventthrough
Lent (both penitential seasong,
wearing only theblack cassock
on GoodFriday. Besidethe
relative warmth of thetwo types
of gown, another practica
reason for wearing each haf the
year is so tha they do notwear
outas quickly.

During worship, pastors
wear a colored GtoleQ
matching the color of thealtar
paraments, according to the
season of the church year. This
stole, placed on a pastor at his
ordinaion, is asymbolic yokeb
like tha worn by oxen or other
draft animals Bto indicate that
he carries theresponsbility for
the spiritud care of the
congregdion.

Some other clergy, besde
Lutherans aso wear these or
similar vestments, while the
clergy of some denominaions
donot Theuse of traditiond
vestments by Lutheran pastors
hdpsto draw attentionto thar
uniquerolein a service of
worship rather than drawing
attention to themselves as
individuds. Hisexpensveor
cheap auit, flashy tie, etc., are
covered over by the symbols of
his office.

Do you have an idea for a
Lutheran practice you would
like explained? Suggest it to
Pastor Becker.



Bible Bites

E. for eat and run Bible reading
January 2008 (seriesA2, C1)
To read the O.T. onceand the N.T.
twice in 6 years, read the 1st reading
each week day. Include the 2™ reading
tofinishin 3 years. For Sundays and
specia days, all three pericopes are
given. In each reading, pick a
memorable verse for yourself.

Family Catechism

Use apart of the Catechism each
week as part of family devotions.
Bold typeisfor children through
gradeltolearn. Underlined isfor
children through grade 4 to learn. The
whole piece is for youth and adults.

JANUARY

1 - Circumcision & Name of Jesus
Num. 6:22-27; Gal. 3:23-29;
Luke 2:21

2 2Ch. 6:12-42; Luke 3:1-22

3 2Ch. 7:1-22; Luke 3:23 -

4:13

4 2 Ch. 8:1-18; Luke 4:14-41

5 Psal. 2:1-12

2" Article, part b

E [He] sufferedunder Pontius

Pil ate, wascrucified, died and was
buried He desendedinto Hell.
Thethird day herose again
from thedead. E

E who hasredeemed me, alost
and condemned person, purchased
and won me from all sins, from
deah, and from the power of the
devil; not with gold or silver, but
with His holy, preciousblood and
with Hisinnocent suffering and
dedh,

Pray for church executive officers

6 The Epiphany of Our Lord
Isaiah 60:1-6; Eph. 3:1-12;
Matt. 2:1-12

7 2Ch. 9:1-31; Luke 4:42 -

5:26

8 1Co. 1:1-31; Luke 5:27 -

6:19

9 1Co. 2:1- 3:23; Luke 6:20-

49

101 Co. 4:1-5:13; Judg. 8:29-

9:21

111 Co. 6:1 - 7:16; Judg. 9:22-57
12 Psal. 72:1-20

2" Article, part ¢

E He ascended into heavn and
sits at the right hand of God
the Father Almighty. From
thence he will come to judge the
living and the dead

Et hat | may be His own and live
under Him in His kingdom and
serve Him in everlaging
righteousness, innocence, and
blessedness, just asHe isrisen
from the dead, livesand reigns to
all eternity. Thisis most
certainly true.

Pray for foreign missions

13 The Baptism of our Lord
Isa. 42:1-9; Rom. 6:1-11;
Matt. 3:13-17

141 Co. 7:17 - 8:13; Judg. 10:1-

18

151 Co. 9:1-27; Judg. 11:1-28

161 Co. 10:1-33;

Judg. 11:29 - 12:15

171 Co. 11:1-34; Judg. 13:1-25

18 The Confession of Peter
Acts 4:8-13; 2 Petl:1-15;
Mark 8:27 - 9:1

19 Psal. 45:1-17

What is Baptism? Baptismis not
just plain water, but it is the water
includedin GodOsommand ard
combinedwith GodOsword.
Which is that word of God?
Christ our Lord saysin the lag
chapter of Matthew: OT herefore
go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Sgrit.0
[Matt. 28:19]

Pray for the unchurched and new
members

202" Sunday after the Epiphany
Isa. 49:1-7; 1 Co. 1:1-9;
John 1:29-42a
211 Co. 12:1-31; Judg. 14:1-20
221 Co. 13:1-14:19; Judg. 15:1-
20
231 Co. 14:20 - 15:11

Judg. 16:1-17
24 St Timathy: Actsl6:1-5;
1Tim. 6:11-16; Matt 24:42-47

25 Converson of St Pau
Acts 9:1-22; Gal. 1:11-24;
Matt 19:27-30

26 St Titus: Acts 20:28-35;
Titus 1:1-9; Luke 10:1-9

How can water do such great
things?

Cerinly not just water, but the
word of God in and with the
water doesthes things, along
with the faith which trusts this
word of God in the water. For
without GodOswvord the wateris
plain water and no Baptism. But
with the word of God itisa
Baptism, thatis, alife-giving
water, richin grace, and awashing
of the new birth in the Holy Sprit,

Pray for the Board of Evangelism

27 3rd Sunday after the Epiphany
Isa9:1-4; 1 Cor. 1:10-18
Matt 4:12-25

28Psal. 76:1-12

291 Co. 15:12-49Judg. 16:18-31

301 Co. 15:50 - 16:24
Judg. 17:1 - 18:13

31Matt 1:1 - 2:12
Judg. 18:14-31

FEBRUARY

1 Psal. 113:1D114:8

2 Presentation of Our Lord
1Sam. 1:21-28
Heb. 2:14-18
Luke 2:22-40

as St. Paul saysin Titus,
chapter three: CHe saved us
through the washing of
rebirth and renewal by the
Holy Spirit, whom He poured
out on usgenerously through
Jesus Christ our Samor, so that,
having been justifiedby His grace,
we might become heirs having
the hope of eternal life. Thisisa
trustworthy saying.O[Titus 3:508]

Pray for the troubled and lawless
in society



