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Voters Meet 
Jan. 8 

 

 The quarterly votersÕ 
meeting has returned to the 
second Tuesday of January, 
following the board meetings.   
 Business includes election 
of a Sunday School Superinten-
dent, Board of Education 
member and Finance Board 
member, not accomplished at 
the December meeting.
 All communicant members 
over age 18 are voting members 
and are encouraged to attend.  
 
 

Hear the Lutheran Hour: Sun., 
6:00 PM, KJLY, 107.1 FM 

LWML Meets Jan 2 
 The first LWML meeting of 
the New Year will be on 
WEDNESDAY (Note Change 
of day), January 2 at 7 PM. We 
will be taking down the trees 
and other decorations. A 
meeting will follow including a 
bible study. Refreshments will 
be served by Kay Stewart and 
Marla Kontak. All women of 
the congregation are invited to 
come. See you in the New Year. 
 

MenÕs Bible Study 
 

 A group of Good Shepherd 
men has been meeting for Bible 
study at 6:30 AM on Thursday 
mornings at the church.  The 
current study topic is the book 

of Ephesians.  All men are 
welcome.  If you have 
questions, speak to Roger 
Kontak or Lynn Schwarz. 
 

Fellowship Club 
Fun 

 

 All adults are invited to the 
Fellowship Club activity Sun., 
Jan. 13, 7 PM, at the home of 
Wally and Phyllis Richter, 2427 
Carney Ave., Mankato.  The 
group will learn about Old 
Testament Bible stories and 
then enjoy a game of Bunko, 
with refreshments and a short 
meeting. 
 

 
 (Clip and save this column) 



2007 Officers & 
Boards 

                          Phone # 
President 
Kevin Briggs  388-7447 
 kdjabriggs@peoplepc.com 
Vice President 
Robin Schendel 388-3126 
 schendel9@aol.com 
Secretary 
Lauri Lewis  625-8532 
     lbl01234@hickorytech.net 
Treasurer 
Lynn Schwarz  388-3442 
 schwarz240@yahoo.com 
Financial Secretary 
Larry Salzwedel 388-5002 
 wedel@mctcnet.net 
Elders 
Richard Johnson 387-7129 
 rdjohns@hickorytech.net 
Pat Lease  345-3108 
 please@hickorytech.net 
Bob Maschke  387-5453 
 maschke-rm@earthlink.net 
Lyle Olson  625-4957 
 landso@webtv.net 
Billy Pomranke 388-5170 
 pomranke@hickorytech.net 
Lowell Lovelace 387-3898 
 mr_lovelace@juno.com 
Board of Education 
Cindy Wintheiser 386-0665 
 
Christa Warner 386-7437 
 clw8686@yahoo.com 
Board of Evangelism 
Sherry Sack  387-6235 
 sack139com@aol.com 
Sue Schwarz  388-3442 
 schwarz240@yahoo.com 
Lea Ann Neuenfeldt 625-4729 
 

Board of Trustees 
Scott Lassiter  934-3348 
 fslassiter@yahoo.com 
Roger Asleson  947-3535 
 
Mike Sack  387-6235 
 sack139com@aol.com 
School Board 
Jim Dimock  625-1288 
 
Joe Holtmeier  389-9830 
 eoj@hickorytech.net 
Beth Holtmeier 389-9830 
 eoj@hickorytech.net 
Lynn Lease  345-3108 
 please@hickorytech.net 
Gary Urban  386-0292 
 gary.urban@mnsu.edu 
Mark Wilkowske 387-4273 
 mwilkowske@aol.com 
Heather Knudson 469-4080 
 snappinsnails@hotmail.com 
S.S. Superintendent 
 
 
Music Director 
Peggy Pomranke 388-5170 
 pomranke@hickorytech.net 
Head Usher 
Wally Richter  345-3035 
 wallyr@hickorytech.net 
Board of Finance 
Jan Braam  388-1948 
 
Brian Crock  344-0006 
 
Dennis Kipp  345-5137 
 dgk@mnic.net 
Kim Miller  386-1341 
 
Dave Wintheiser 386-0665 
 spdraser@hickorytech.net 
Bob Lentz  317-8155 
 
Margene Lovelace 387-3898 
 mr_lovelace@juno.com 

Encourage Inactive 
Members 

 

 On Tues., Jan. 22, 7 PM, 
Pastor Becker will lead a 
training session on the topic of 
encouraging inactive members.  
This is a follow up to one of the 
sessions presented by ÒThe 72Ó 
during their visit last fall.  This 
study is being presented 
especially for the benefit of the 
elders, but all others are 
welcome too because it is most 
helpful if all members 
understand and are involved in 
encouraging inactive members. 
 

Yt? For Youth 
 

 Minnesota South District 
LCMS senior high youth 
gathering will be Feb. 1-3 at the 
Holiday Inn Select - 
Bloomington.  The theme Òyt?Ó 
is based on Micah 6:8.  Are you 
listening?  You are being called 
to get equipped to act justly, 
love mercy, and walk humbly, 
and then to do it F2F in a 
variety of mission projects on 
Saturday afternoon. 
 DCE Jeffrey Meinz will be 
the main speaker.  Music will 
be provided by Against All the 
Odds.  Check in is Fri. as early 
as 5:30 PM.  The event 
concludes by noon on Sunday.  
The registration cost includes 
programming, housing, T shirt 
and four meals and is $150 and 
up per person, based on the 
number of people per room. 
 If you are interested in 
participating, contact Pastor 
Becker as soon as possible.  
Registration must be sent in by 
Jan. 8. 



Where Did We Put 
the Keys? 

 

 Keys to the church are 
needed by new officers.  
Outgoing officers and anyone 
else who no longer regularly 
needs one are asked to please 
return them to the desk in the 
church office. Put it in an 
envelope with your name on it 
so we know who returned it. 

 

Bless You 
 Thank you to Roger Mielke 
who is keeping our church 
parking lot cleared of snow, 
using equipment supplied by 
Joe Holtmeier. 

 

Jan. 20 is Life 
Sunday 

 

 The anniversary of the 1973 
Roe vs. Wade decision 
legalizing abortion on demand 
is in January.  Good Shepherd 
joins other LCMS churches in 
observing Life Sunday on Jan. 
20. 
 GodÕs word reminds us that 
life is a precious gift from God.  
 The Epiphany story reminds 
us how God preserved our 
infant savior despite King 
HerodÕs attempt to destroy the 
baby who interfered with his 
plans. 
 On Jan. 13, we will hear 
from Isaiah 42:5 that God is the 
one who created the earth and 
Òwho gives breath to the people 
on it and spirit to those who 
walk on it.Ó 
 On Jan. 20, we will hear 
GodÕs word in Isaiah 49:1 say, 
ÒThe Lord called me from the 

womb, from the body of my 
mother he named my name.Ó 
 

PastorÕs New Stole 
 

 Some of the money received 
by Pastor Becker last year as 
Christmas and Ordination 
Anniversary gifts has been used 
to purchase a new green stole, 
which he wears during the 
Epiphany season and Sundays 
after Pentecost.  Since the green 
stole is the one worn most 
often, the old one was getting 
frayed. 
 Pastor Becker had the stole 
made to his design with grape 
vines depicted along each side, 
based on Jesus words, ÒI am the 
vine, you are the branchesÉH e 
who remains in me will bear 
much fruit.Ó  The seasons when 
the green stole is worn have the 
theme of growth. Epiphany 
focuses on the growth of the 
church through the spread of the 
light of Christ.  During the 
Sundays after Pentecost, the 
theme is the growth of the 
believer through the work of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 

Thanks for the Gift 
 

 Thank you! from Pastor 
Becker for the Christmas cards 
and gifts from members of 
Good Shepherd.  PastorsÕ plan 
is to use the cash gifts to 
purchase reference books he 
will use to prepare for worship. 
 

Cans Can  
Build Homes 

 

 The Habitat for Humanity 
aluminum can collection house 
is at the north end of Good 
ShepherdÕs parking lot for the 

next few weeks.  Funds from 
the recycled aluminum 
collected here go directly 
toward building a Habitat for 
Humanity home for a qualified 
south central Minnesota 
resident.  Thanks from the 
families you will help! 
 An empty aluminum can is 
worth over a penny.  Habitat for 
Humanity International 
estimates that more than 3.5 
million families are in need of 
simple decent housing in 
America today.  Families 
selected for Habitat homes 
invest hundreds of hours in the 
construction of their homes and 
pay a monthly mortgage. 
 

All Around the 
Neighborhood: 
 

ECHO Benefit 
 A pancake breakfast and 
silent auction to benefit ECHO 
Food Shelf will be held Sun., 
Jan. 20, 8 AM to 12:30 PM at 
St. Joseph the Worker Catholic 
Church, Blue Earth and Hubbell 
Streets, Mankato.  The menu 
includes unlimited pancakes as 
well as sausage, juice, milk and 
coffee.  A free will offering will 
be taken. 
 

Understand Grief 
 A supportive gathering for 
those grieving the loss of a 
loved one will be Thurs., Jan. 
17, 6:30 - 8 PM at Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church, 720 S. 2nd St., 
Mankato, sponsored by 
Immanuel St. Joseph Hospice.  
There is no charge but pre-
registration is required.  Please 
call Diana Carrigan at 385-
2989.



Why Do We 
Do That? 
 

This is the first in a series of 
articles Lutheran customs and 
practices. 
 
Vestments 
 A preschool student once 
asked, when seeing Pastor 
Becker on the way to chapel, 
ÒWhy are your wearing those 
God clothes?Ó  Those ÒGod 
clothesÓ are called vestments, 
and the basic answer to the 
question is: tradition. 
 A pastorÕs vestments are 
like a uniform that he wears 
when he is performing his 
duties.  Certain professions, 
such as airline pilots, police, the 
military, etc., wear uniforms 
partly to make them instantly 
recognized as those who have a 
particular role, position or 
authority.  They also indicate 
that these peopleÕs actions, as 
well as their appearance, are to 
be uniform, that is, following 
certain common standards, 
rather than just determined by 
their own preference or whim. 
 Many uniforms have 
elements that are unique 
because they are traditional.  
That is, they may have been a 
common item of clothing at one 
time but, as styles changed, 
what was worn by those in this 
uniform did not change.  The 
hats of policemen and highway 
patrol troopers, for example, are 
similar to hats commonly worn 
by many at one time. 
 Part of a pastorÕs ÒuniformÓ 
is the shirt with a Òbackward 
collarÓ, that is a clerical collar.  
This type of collar evolved from 

those commonly worn by men 
in the 1700s.  After it was a 
traditional collar worn only by 
clergy, the clerical collar itself 
evolved into various types.  
Many now only have a piece of 
plastic at the front.  Some 
pastors wear a clerical shirt 
whenever on duty, some only 
when leading worship, a few 
own no other shirts, and some 
donÕt wear such shirts at all! 
 The gowns worn by pastors 
for worship originate with the 
robes worn by various 
professions before modern 
pants developed.  Robes worn 
by judges and academic gowns 
of professors, seen now only at 
graduation ceremonies, have the 
same roots.  This was everyday 
clothing for pastors, teachers 
and others at one time.  The 
black gown worn by pastors 
today is called a cassock. 
 For worship, pastors would 
put on a clean white gown over 
their other clothing.  In colder 
climates, such as Germany, this 
would be large and loose fitting 
to go over heavy, warm clothes.  
The loose fitting white gown 
worn over a cassock is called a 
surplice.  In warmer climates, a 
more fitted robe was worn.  The 
less flowing white gown worn 
by pastors is called and alb 
(from the Latin word for 
ÒwhiteÓ).  It is often worn with 
a rope belt called a cincture.  At 
one time it was more common 
for Lutheran pastors to wear a 
cassock and surplice.  In more 
recent years, the alb has become 
more common. 
 Over time, a symbolic 
significance has been attached 
to the traditional vestments.  
The black clothing has been 
seen as a symbol of human 

sinfulness, which is covered by 
the righteousness of Christ, 
symbolized by the white gown 
worn over the top. 
 Pastor Becker has both 
types of vestments, gifts from 
his grandfather.  He wears the 
cooler alb from Easter Sunday 
until the last Sunday of the 
Church year.  He wears the 
cassock and surplice from the 
First Sunday of Advent through 
Lent (both penitential seasons), 
wearing only the black cassock 
on Good Friday.  Beside the 
relative warmth of the two types 
of gown, another practical 
reason for wearing each half the 
year is so that they do not wear 
out as quickly. 
 During worship, pastors 
wear a colored ÒstoleÓ, 
matching the color of the altar 
paraments, according to the 
season of the church year.  This 
stole, placed on a pastor at his 
ordination, is a symbolic yoke Ð 
like that worn by oxen or other 
draft animals Ð to indicate that 
he carries the responsibility for 
the spiritual care of the 
congregation. 
 Some other clergy, beside 
Lutherans, also wear these or 
similar vestments, while the 
clergy of some denominations 
do not.  The use of traditional 
vestments by Lutheran pastors 
helps to draw attention to their 
unique role in a service of 
worship rather than drawing 
attention to themselves as 
individuals.  His expensive or 
cheap suit, flashy tie, etc., are 
covered over by the symbols of 
his office.  
 Do you have an idea for a 
Lutheran practice you would 
like explained?  Suggest it to 
Pastor Becker. 



Bible Bites 
É. for eat and run Bible reading 

January 2008 (series A2, C1) 
To read the O.T. once and the N.T. 
twice in 6 years, read the 1st reading 
each week day.  Include the 2nd reading 
to finish in 3 years.  For Sundays and 
special days, all  three pericopes are 
given. In each reading, pick a 
memorable verse for yourself. 
 

Family Catechism 
 Use a part of the Catechism each 
week as part of family devotions.  
Bold type is for  children through 
grade 1 to learn.  Underlined is for 
children through grade 4 to learn.  The 
whole piece is for youth and adults. 
 
JANUARY 
1 - Circumcision &  Name of Jesus 
 Num. 6:22-27; Gal. 3:23-29; 
 Luke 2:21 
2 2 Ch. 6:12-42; Luke 3:1-22 
3 2 Ch. 7:1-22; Luke 3:23 - 
4:13 
4 2 Ch. 8:1-18; Luke 4:14-41 
5  Psal. 2:1-12 
 

2nd Article, part b 
É [He] suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried  He descended into Hell .  
The thi r d day he r ose agai n 
fr om the dead.  É  
É who has redeemed me, a lost 
and condemned person, purchased 
and won me from all  sins, from 
death, and from the power of  the 
devil; not with gold or silver, but 
with His holy, precious blood and 
with His innocent suffering and 
death, 
 
Pray for church executive officers 

6 The Epiphany of  Our Lord 
 Isaiah 60:1-6; Eph. 3:1-12;  
 Matt. 2:1-12 
7 2 Ch. 9:1-31; Luke 4:42 - 
5:26 
8 1 Co. 1:1-31; Luke 5:27 - 
6:19 
9 1 Co. 2:1 - 3:23; Luke 6:20-
49 
10 1 Co. 4:1-5:13; Judg. 8:29-
9:21 

11 1 Co. 6:1 - 7:16; Judg. 9:22-57 
12 Psal. 72:1-20 
 
2nd Article, part c 
É He ascended i nto heavn and 
si t s at  the r ight  hand of  God 
the Father Almighty.  From 
thence he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
Ét hat I may be His own and live 
under Him in His kingdom and 
serve Him in everlasting 
righteousness, innocence, and 
blessedness, just as He is risen 
from the dead, lives and reigns to 
all eterni ty. This is most 
certainly true. 
 
Pray for foreign missions 
 
13 The Baptism of our Lord 
 Isa. 42:1-9; Rom. 6:1-11; 
 Matt. 3:13-17 
14 1 Co. 7:17 - 8:13; Judg. 10:1-
18 
15 1 Co. 9:1-27; Judg. 11:1-28 
16 1 Co. 10:1-33;  
 Judg. 11:29 - 12:15 
17 1 Co. 11:1-34; Judg. 13:1-25 
18 The Confession of  Peter 
 Acts 4:8-13; 2 Pet1:1-15; 
 Mark 8:27 - 9:1 
19 Psal. 45:1-17 
 
What is Baptism? Baptism is not 
just plain water, but it is the water 
included in GodÕs command and 
combined with GodÕs word. 
Which is that word of God? 
Christ our Lord says in the last 
chapter of Matthew: ÒTherefore 
go and mak e di scipl es of  al l  
nat ions, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of  the 
Son and of  the Holy Spiri t.Ó 
[Matt. 28:19] 
 
Pray for the unchurched and new 
members 
 
20 2nd Sunday af ter the Epiphany 
 Isa. 49:1-7; 1 Co. 1:1-9; 
 John 1:29-42a 
21 1 Co. 12:1-31; Judg. 14:1-20 
22 1 Co. 13:1-14:19; Judg. 15:1-
20 
23 1 Co. 14:20 - 15:11 

  Judg. 16:1-17 
24 St. Timothy:  Acts16:1-5;  
 1 Tim. 6:11-16; Matt 24:42-47 
 
25 Conversion of St. Paul 
 Acts 9:1-22; Gal. 1:11-24;  
 Matt 19:27-30 
26 St. Titus: Acts 20:28-35;  
 Titus 1:1-9; Luke 10:1-9 
 
How can water do such great 
things? 
Certainly not just water, but the 
word of God in and with the 
water does these things, along 
with the faith which trusts this 
word of God in the water. For 
without GodÕs word the water is 
plain water and no Baptism. But 
with the word of God it is a 
Baptism, that is, a life-giving 
water, rich in grace, and a washing 
of the new birth in the Holy Spirit,  
 
Pray for the Board of Evangelism 
 
27 3rd Sunday af ter the Epiphany 
 Isa 9:1-4; 1 Cor. 1:10-18 
 Matt 4:12-25 
28 Psal. 76:1-12  
29 1 Co. 15:12-49Judg. 16:18-31 
30 1 Co. 15:50 - 16:24   
 Judg. 17:1 - 18:13 
31 Matt 1:1 - 2:12 
 Judg. 18:14-31 
FEBRUARY 
1  Psal. 113:1 Ð 114:8 
2 Presentation of Our Lord 
 1 Sam. 1:21-28 
 Heb. 2:14-18 
 Luke 2:22-40 
 
as St. Paul  says i n Titus, 
chapter  thr ee:  ÒH e saved us 
thr ough the washi ng of  
r ebi r th and r enewal  by the 
Holy Spi r i t , whom He poured 
out on us generously through 
Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, 
having been justi fi ed by His grace, 
we might become heirs having 
the hope of eternal li fe. This is a 
trustworthy saying.Ó [Titus 3:5Ð8] 
 
Pray for the troubled and lawless 
in society


