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Can You Hear  
Me Now? 

 

 Yellow panels on the 
walls in the sanctuary are not 
Easter decorations or in 
support of the ÒGophersÓ, but 
are a temporary experiment 
by the Trustees to see the 
effect on acoustics.  If you 
notice a difference one way or 
the other as things are 
changed each Sunday, you are 
invited to speak to a Roger 
Asleson or another trustee. 
 

Good Shepherd 
Fields Planned 
 

 Good Shepherd voters 
have approved an agreement 
with Mankato United Soccer 

Club to develop the field west 
and north of the church, to be 
known as ÒGood Shepherd 
FieldsÓ.  The club will plant 
and maintain grass for several 
playing fields which will be 
used for younger teamsÕ 
home games.  Good Shepherd 
church and school will retain 
first priority in the use of the 
fields and parking areas. 
 Roger Asleson and other 
Trustees spent many months 
working with MUSC and 
church leaders on the details 
of this agreement.  Church, 
soccer club and city leaders 
are excited about this plan 
which will provide mainten-
ance for this property, make 
more people aware of our 
church and school, and serve 
our community. 
 

 ÒWitnessÓ Will 
Help You Witness 
 

 A recent special edition of 
the Lutheran Witness will be 
distributed to Good Shepherd 
members.  It is on the theme 
of evangelism.  Read it for 
ideas on how you can share 
your faith. 
 Lutheran Witness is our 
LCMS monthly family 
magazine, full of news and 
articles about faith and 
Christian living.  To order 
your own subscription, write a 
check for $15.50 to Good 
Shepherd, note that it is for 
Lutheran Witness and put it in 
the mailbox of Lauri Lewis or 
in the church office. 
 
 



Correction 
LWML Zone Rally 
 The LWML Zone Spring 
Rally will be Sat., May 3.  
We will meet at our church 
parking lot at 8:00 AM to 
carpool to Immanuel, 
Courtland.  The information 
on the April church calendar 
is in error.  
 

Directory Update 
 

Bir th &  Baptisms: 
- Mackenzie, daughter of Lisa 
Wendinger 
- Christopher, son of Serena 
Schultz 
- Avery Naset, son of Cassie 
Pomranke 
Address Changes 
- Jason Boldt 
 P.O. Box 152 
 Pine City, MN 55053-0152 
- Daniel Neff 
 421 E. Travelers Trail,  
 Apt. 121 
 Burnsville, MN 55337-2893 
 

Bulletins from the 
Boards 
 

 The Boards and Council 
met Tues., Apr. 8. 
 THE BOARD OF 
ELDERS reviewed Lent, 
Holy Week and Easter 
worship.  Attendance during 
lent was down, possibly due 
to the time change, but 
attendance at Easter was up, 
despite the weather.  There 
are no 8th grade members to 
confirm their faith this year. 
 Elders have met March 
18, 19, 27, April 1 and 7 to 

discuss concerns raised by 
some church members. 
 THE BOARD OF 
EVANGELISM will appliy 
for an LCEF grant to host a 
fall carnival to which the 
neighborhood would be 
invited.  Bulk copies of a 
ÒLutheran WitnessÓ issue on 
evangelism will be received.  
Work continues on updating 
the pictorial directory. 
 THE BOARD OF 
EDUCATION set Aug 3-7 as 
dates for VBS, with the theme 
ÒFriendship TrekÓ.  Campus 
ministry and Bethany will be 
contacted to see if there are 
students who would help.  
The Board of Education is 
still lacking a third board 
member. 
 THE BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES are experiment-
ing with sound absorbing 
panels in the sanctuary.  A 
shade tree will be planted 
west of the sanctuary in 
memory Duane ErdmanÕs 
grandson and work will be 
done on a patio area near it on 
May 3 as a Thrivent ÒHelping 
HandsÓ project.  The cleaning 
duties guide is being revised.  
On week rather than two 
week schedules for cleaning 
and mowing are being 
considered.  Weed control is 
being planned.  33 keys, held 
by members, have been 
accounted for so far.   
 THE SCHOOL BOARD 
met Apr. 3 and discussed the 
enrollment outlook for  
Ô08/Õ09.  The five seventh 
grade students are moving on 
to another school.  Financial 
aid forms are being returned 
and about 30% of tuition is 
being paid.  Plans for the 

spaghetti dinner/silent 
auction/fine arts fair were 
refined.  Iowa Basics tests 
will be administered. 
 FINANCE SECRETARY 
reported that 64 (38%) of 169 
who have offering envelopes 
have no recorded 
contributions in 2008.  
Including these, 116 (69%) 
give 25$ or less per week and 
contribute 15% of total 
giving, and 53 (31%) 
contribute 85% of total 
giving.  Various ideas about 
financial stewardship were 
discussed and a Stewardship 
Committee meeting will be 
scheduled. 
 THE TREASURER 
reported that although the 
Debt/Building Fund balance 
improved for the month of 
March, contributions to the 
Current Fund, Debt/Building 
Fund and other funds 
continue to fall short of 
expenses by thousands of 
dollars each month. 
 THE VOTERS approved 
an agreement with Mankato 
United Soccer Club for them 
to develop our unused land as 
soccer fields.  The LadiesÕ 
Guild will get a SamÕs Club 
card for tax free purchasing, 
with a second card to be used 
by a church board member. 
Kevin Brase has declined 
appointment as Youth 
counselor but there is interest 
in forming a parent advisory 
board. 



MoonDogs 
Faith Nights 

Mankato MoonDogs baseball 
is inviting church groups to 
ÒFaith NightÓ on Wed., June 
18 or Sun., July 20.  Groups 
of 25 or more get at $3 ticket 
price.  If you are interested in 
helping to organize this 
activity for Good Shepherd, 
please talk to Pastor Becker 
 

Faith Comes  
By Hearing 

 Last year, free CDs of the 
New Testament were 
distributed and an offering 
was received to help translate 
and record the Bible for the 
Jur Modo speaking people in 
Sudan.  This project is now 
fully funded and will be 
recorded soon.  A video about 
this work will be shown 
between services in the 
fellowship hall on Sun., Apr. 
27.  Funds are now being 
raised to provide solar 
powered ÒProclaimersÓ on 
which the recording is played. 
 There are still plenty of 
copies of the New Testament 
recording and Kids Bible 
recording on the table by the 
nursery.  They are in the MP3 
format.  Take one if you 
would use it. 
 Hosanna ministries has 
now recorded the New 
Testament in 288 languages, 
spoken in more than 94 
countries. Since starting the 
ÒYouÕve got the TimeÓ 
program, churches in all 50 
states have contributed to 156 
new languages. Thank you to 
those who contributed to this 
project.  The cost to sponsor 

each listening group is 
$157.00. That covers the cost 
of a Proclaimer, shipping 
charges, and the wages of 
workers in the field to launch 
and follow-up with a listening 
group. 
 

All Around the 
Neighborhood 
 

Kids Day Out at 
Bethany 
 Students from Bethany 
Lutheran College's "Small 
Group Communication" class 
are sponsoring "Kids Day 
Out" on Sat., April 26, 1 - 5 
PM for children ages 4-12 at 
the Bethany sports and fitness 
center.  The free afternoon 
will provide children with fun 
and age-appropriate activities, 
including indoor and outdoor 
activities, crafts, movies, 
games and a snack, while 
parents will have an afternoon 
worry-free. For more 
information or to RSVP 
please go on line to http:// 
landofchaos.net/kidsdayout or 
call 507-344-7770, or pick up 
a form by the church 
mailboxes.   Please RSVP by 
April 21.  
 

Old Black Socks 
Wanted 
 The annual family retreat 
for Hispanics led by 
Missionary Martin Teigen 
will be August 30 - 31 at 
Camp Omega. Mrs. Glenda 
Schuft of First Ev., Glencoe, 
will lead the children. The 
adults will study Ezekiel - 
God is in charge. The 

children's activities will focus 
on Jesus, their Good 
Shepherd, seeking and finding 
them and being in charge. For 
the closing skit the children 
will be costumed as sheep.  
This is where your old black 
socks come in. The children 
will wear black socks on their 
arms and legs in order to look 
like sheep. Last year 43 
children participated. This 
year there may be over 50. 
Help! That means over 100 
pairs of black socks!  
 Please bring your old, 
clean black or brown or dark 
blue socks to the gift wrapped 
box outside the church office. 
The children will be reminded 
that those socks have been 
worn and prayed in many 
times by fellow Christians 
who also knew Jesus as their 
Good Shepherd.  
 Worn toes and heels are 
acceptable! Little holes are 
fine! A variety of sizes are 
needed. Thanks for serving 
Jesus with your old socks!  
 



College Fairs for 
High Schoolers
 High School students and 
parents are invited to attend a 
Lutheran College Fair in our 
area.  Workshops are offered 
on financial aid and other 
topics and you can meet with 
college representatives.  The 
events are free and thereÕs no 
need to pre-register.  Some 
colleges offer application fee 
wavers for those who attend. 
 Fairs in our area include: 
 Sun., Apr. 20, 3:30 PM at 
Bloomington., 952-851-4766. 
 Mon, Apr. 21, 6:30 PM at 
Maple Grove, 763-420-5015. 
 Thurs. April 24, at 
Rochester.  507- 281-8000. 
 For details, call the 
number given or see the 
notice on the youth bulletin 
board. 
 

Camp Omega 
Day 
 "Spring is here and 
summer is on it's way and that 
means the Camp Omega Day 
Celebration is just around the 
corner. Your are invited to 
attend this free family 
oriented event June 7, 9 am to 
4 pm. Activities include an 
opening camp celebration, 
pontoon rides, horse-drawn 
wagon rides, open swimming 
pool, summer camp staff-led 
games for families, drawings 
for free camps stays and 
apparel and plenty of 
opportunity to enjoy the 
beautiful surroundings at 
camp. Go online to www. 
CampOmega.org or call 507-
685-4266 for more 
information. Please also pray 

for the Lord's work through 
Camp Omega on June 8, the 
MN South District designated 
Camp Omega Sunday." 
 

Sudan Mission 
Project 
 
 After a decades-long civil 
war that killed 2 million 
people in southern Sudan, 
Africa, people are returning to 
begin a new life.  Malakal, a 
river city of 93,000, is a 
center for many of these 
returning refugees, who face 
an uncertain future. Land 
mines still litter the country-
side they hoped to re-inhabit 
and the government is 
struggling to supply their 
most basic needs. 
 Orphan Grain Train, Inc., 
Minnesota South Division, a 
mission of the LCMS, is 
spearheading a project with 
Malakal Lutheran Church.  
Partnering together with 71 
other Lutheran congregations, 
13 pastors, 23 evangelists, 2 
deacons and 4 deaconesses, 
the effort is to bring hope and 
health to these Sudanese 
refugees in the name of Jesus 
Christ. The Malakal Lutheran 
Church will locate a second 
congregation, a health clinic 
and a farming project on land 
on the outskirts of Malakal. 

 Projects to be undertaken 
by Orphan Grain Train 
Minnesota South:  
- Shipment of refurbished 
farm machinery for crop 
production; 
- Installation of a waterline to 
provide filtered water to the 
clinic; 
- Fencing to protect 
equipment. 
You Can Get Involved 
- Donate used equipment 
(non-hydraulic preferred). We 
are seeking: tractors, pull 
disks, 2 to 4 row planter, dry 
fertilizer and plates, field 
cultivators, bottom plow, drag 
sections and cable hitch, post-
hole drill, rotary cutter and 
sickle mower.  All items must 
be received by the end of 
May, 2008. For more 
information contact: Cliff 
Dobie, 507-236-4464.  
- Donate money to help 
purchase waterline and 
fencing supplies and to help 
ship equipment overseas.  
Please make your checks 
payable to Orphan Grain 
Train, specify Sudan Project 
in the memo line.  Checks can 
be mailed to Nancy English, 
1407 Brookview Drive, 
Winona, MN 55987.  Your 
donation is tax deductible 
under OGTÕs 501(c)(3) status. 
 For information on 
Orphan Grain Train 
Minnesota South Division, 
contact: 
- Arno Norman, Chairman, 
 507-235-9880;   
- Rollo Kosbab, Water Project 
 507-436-5450 
- John Henke, Fencing Project 
 507-533-8169 
- Don Thiesse, Hand Tools,
 507-454-3407 



Thanks from LCC 
Our DistrictÕs Lutheran 
Counseling Center is one of 
the special ministries included 
in our church budget.  This 
thank you letter was recently 
received: 
 Thank you and all the 
members of Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church for your 
kind consideration of 
Lutheran Counseling Center 
(LCC) and your gift of 
$400.00.  All of us at LCC are 
deeply appreciative of your 
support for our ministry. 
 All Christians need to 
know they can rely on the 
prayer, support and susten-
ance of other Christians when 
lifeÕs problems seem over-
whelming; so overwhelming 
they tax faith and draw down 
the darkness of hopelessness.  
Your gift will help us con-
tinue providing Christian 
counseling for your neighbor-
ing Minnesotans in need. 
 Over the past 17 years, 
LCC has helped thousands of 
hurting Minnesotans get their 
lives back together through 
professional counseling 
utilizing the love and grace of 
our Lord.  In 2007 LCC 
conducted well over 4,000 
counseling sessions.  Those 
sessions helped over 800 
individuals, couples and 
families dealing with issues 
like grief, loss of a loved one, 
marital problems, job loss, 
depression, anxiety, 
parent/child relationships, 
unwanted pregnancy, abuse, 
sexual issues, chemical 
dependency, anger, terminal 
disease issues and many 
more.   

 ThatÕs well over 1,000 
individual Minnesotans 
leading better lives and 
coming a bit closer to Christ 
as He intended Ð thanks to 
people like you.  I deeply 
appreciate your support to, 
through Him, help head the 
hurting and expand his reach. 
In Christ, 
John E. Chorba, Executive 
Director/CEO 
   

Door2Hope 
 Door2Hope, an outreach 
ministry of St. MichaelÕs, 
Bloomington, provides 
resources to assist a witness to 
people dealing with 
depression.  Resources are 
available on line at 
door2hope.org. 


